
  

 

I Ŝƭƭƻ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ Dw! aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ   
 

²ƻǿ ς ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ нлмуΗΗΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ 
ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ нлму Dw! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊΗΗ 
 

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ WŜũ !ƭƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘΗ  L ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΗ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ ȅŜǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ L ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
 

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ±ƻŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΗ ²Ŝ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦ 
 

L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻƴ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΗ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ оу ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ Wŀǎƻƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳπ
ƳƛǧŜŜ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƭŜƴ [ƻƴƎƛƴƻΣ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ Dw! ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ bw! ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǎƻƊǿŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƭŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ Dw!Φ   
 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ Dw! Ƙŀǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǳǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ нлмфΗ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 5ŀƴŀ {ƪŜƭǘƻƴ-{ŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ōƻŀǊŘ 
ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ȅŜŀǊΗ 
 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǳǊ Ƴƻǧƻ άDw! ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘπ
ǳŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅέΦ 
 

!ǎ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ нлмфΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏƻƴπ
ǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ 5ŀƴŀ {ƪŜƭǘƻƴ-{ŀƴŘŜǊǎ ό5ŀƴŀΦ{ƪŜƭǘƻƴ-
{ŀƴŘŜǊǎϪƎǾǎΦƎŀΦƎƻǾύ ƻǊ ƛƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ YŜƛǘŀ !ƭǎǘƻƴ 
όYŜƛǘŀΦ!ƭǎǘƻƴϪƎǾǎΦƎŀΦƎƻǾύΦ   
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LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ LǎǎǳŜΥ 
 

¶ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ϧ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ wŜǇƻǊǘǎΥ tŀƎŜǎ н-о 

¶ Dw! aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ bŜǿǎΥ tŀƎŜ п 

¶ нлму Dw! /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΥ tŀƎŜ р 

¶ DwŜ!ǘ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΥ tŀƎŜ с-мс 

¶ Dw! [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ϧ hŶŎŜǊǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΥ  tŀƎŜǎ мт-

мф 

¶ нлму Dw! /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΥ  tŀƎŜ нл 

GRA Vice President-elect Keita Alston with the National 
Rehabilitation Association Chapter of the Year plaque 
awarded to GRA. The award was given at the 2018 NRA 
Annual Conference held Oct. 11-14 in Oklahoma City, OK. 
The award is based on 2017 with GRA Past Presidents Lauri 
Tuten and Jennifer Howell. 

mailto:Dana.Skelton-Sanders@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:Dana.Skelton-Sanders@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:Keita.Alston@gvs.ga.gov
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5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ 

Dw/9!Υ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 

O 
ǳǊ !ƴƴǳŀƭ tǊŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 9ǘƘƛŎǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ 
ŬǾŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 
ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ мнл ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 

ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǊƻŬǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ Ϸпулл ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ   
 
²Ŝ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ Dw/9! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ 
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ς ǊǳǊŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ 
ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘΦ  hǳǊ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƛŘŜŘ Dw! ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ƛƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ    
 
¢ƘŜ Dw/9! ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ aŜƳπ
ōŜǊ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ bw!κDw! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǊƪ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƻƳπ
ƳƛǧŜŜ ƻŦ Dw! ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ D! ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ǉƻǎǘ-ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ±w 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ    

D!w[Υ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

T 
Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǝƻƴΦ  ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ 
ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǝƭƭ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ Ϸслл 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǿŜ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǝƻƴ Ǝƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀπ

ǝƻƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ   
 
/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ 5ŜōōƛŜ IƻǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴŀ {ƪŜƭǘƻƴς{ŀƴŘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ D!w[ /ƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ 9Řπ
ǳŎŀǝƻƴ DǊŀƴǘ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ Ϸнрл ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ 
ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ YŜǾƛƴ IŀǊǊƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛπ
Ŝƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WΦ 9ƭƭƛǎ aƻǊŀƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ !ǿŀǊŘΦ   

D!aw/Υ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ aǳƭǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ 

K 
ŀǘŀǾƛŀ {ƭƻŀƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ aǳƭǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ 
/ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ мм-мпΣ нлму ƛƴ [ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎΣ b±Φ ! ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DwŜ!ǘ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ мнΦ YŀǘŀǾƛŀ ƛǎ ƭƻπ

ŎŀǘŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇŀƭƳ ǘǊŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊΦ 
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/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ 
9!{¢τ/ŀǊƳŜƭƭŀ WŜƴƴƛƴƎǎ 

нлму 9ŀǎǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ /ŀǊƛƴƎ 
9ŀǎǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άнлму 
/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ /ŀǊƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƛŎƪ ƻũ tƘŀǎŜ hƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ά²ƻǳƴŘŜŘ ²ŀǊǊƛƻǊ /ŀǊŘ ²ǊƛǝƴƎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴέΦ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ƎŜǘ ǿŜƭƭ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ 
ƭŜǧŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ wŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ²ƻǳƴŘŜŘ ²ŀǊǊƛƻǊǎ ŀǘ CƻǊǘ DƻǊŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ bƻǊǿƻƻŘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ !ƭƭ ŎŀǊŘǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 5ŀȅΦ tƘŀǎŜ ¢ǿƻ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ /ŀǊƛƴƎ 
CƻƻŘ 5ǊƛǾŜέΦ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ƴƻƴǇŜǊƛǎƘŀōƭŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ 
CƻƻŘ .ŀƴƪ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘŀΦ DƻƭŘŜƴ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ CƻƻŘ .ŀƴƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŦŜŜŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛπ
ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ /{w! ǎƛƴŎŜ мфунΦ  

нлму 9ȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭ !Řǳƭǘ DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴ ƛƴ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ό9!D[9ύ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ 
9ŀǎǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ŀǊƳŜƭƭŀ WŜƴƴƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9!D[9 ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ 
ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нпΦ 9!D[9 ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜπ
ǿŀǊŘǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛπ
ǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜ ǝǘƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ 
9!D[9 ²ƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛπ
ŬŜǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ 
hŶŎŜ ƻŦ !Řǳƭǘ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ¢/{D [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢/{D .ƻŀǊŘ aŜŜǝƴƎΣ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ŀ ŦŜǿΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǿƛƴπ
ƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘǿƻ-ȅŜŀǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ 

bhw¢I9!{¢τYŜƛǘŀ !ƭǎǘƻƴ 

N 
ƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DǿƛƴƴŜǧ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ !ƭǇƘŀǊŜǧŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ CŀƛǊ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘΦ мо ŦǊƻƳ мл !a ς н taΦ !ōƻǳǘ мр-нл ǾŜƴŘƻǊǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ 

 
aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ǳƳƳƛƴƎ ±w ƻŶŎŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎŜƭŦ-ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘΦ мл ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
CƻǊǎȅǘƘ /ƻΦ {ƘŜǊƛũΩǎ hŶŎŜΦ 
 
hŶŎŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ нлмф ŀǊŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΥ WƻȅŜǎƘŀ .ƭŀƪŜΣ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΥ 5ŀƴŀ {ƪŜƭǘƻƴ-{ŀƴŘŜǊǎ ϧ {ŜŎǊŜπ
ǘŀǊȅκ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ YŜƛǘŀ !ƭǎǘƻƴΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀŎǝǾŜ нлмфΗ 

²9{¢τWŀǎƻƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 

O 
ǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŘƻƻǊ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴπ

ƛƴƎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ   
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Membership Committee News 

 
Thanks to all the new members (over 25) who attended the New Member Welcome at the Training 
Conference and to the Speakers at the event for the great information you provided as fellow mem-
bers.  A special thank you goes to GRCEA and Michael Dorsey for their sponsorship of the New 
Member Welcome & to Ellen Longino for her tireless work to reconcile and keep the GRA Member-
ship List accurate and up to date.  Congratulations to Keita Alston, the recipient of the Janice Black 
Service Award.    
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2018 GRA Conference Highlights 

 

2018 Eddie Carter Legacy Award Winner 
Ken Bennett 

 
At the awards ceremony at the 2018 GRA Conference, I was unable to tell 
you about my choice for the Eddie Carter Legacy award. I apologize for get-
ting so emotional. I should have written it down so someone could have read 
it for me. I appreciate the opportunity to publish this in the newsletter. 
 
When I came to Vocational Rehabilitation in Sept. 1997, one of the first per-
sons I met was Ken Bennett. In fact, he was on the interview team that hired 
me as a program assistant reporting directly to him. He was the HRD/CQI 
Specialist for Region 11. Immediately when I began at V.R., Ken encouraged 
me to join NRA/GRA and I did in November of 1997. He told me how im-
portant it was for me to learn all I could to assist with my job and VR clients, 
and the networking opportunities with GRA. Ken has been beside me every 
step of the way in my career with Vocational Rehabilitation and my positions 
within GRA. He always told me, ñYou can do anything you put your mind 
toò. I would have never had the courage to run for President of GRA without 
his encouragement, guidance, and support!! He was a great boss and mentor, 
as well as one of my best friends! I know I can always count on him!! 
 
Please help me congratulate Ken Bennett as the 2018 Eddie Carter Legacy 
Award winner. 
 
Thanks, Cheryl Braswell 
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Nancy Crowder Scholarship Winner Trey Quinn (third from left in blue 
jacket) with Counselor Caitlin Johnson and Team Lead LaToya Bivins. 

GARL Continuing Education Grant Winners Debbie Howard and Dana 
Skelton-Sanders. 

2018 Legislative Service Award Winner Tom McCall. Employer of the Year Winner Holiday Inn Express & Suites in Helen, GA. 

Janice Black Spirit Award Winner Keita Alston. GARL J. Ellies Moran Outstanding Leadership Award Winner Kevin 
Harris. 

GRA Client Achievement Award Winner Nicholas Welch (second from 
right) with his counselor Debbie Howard (second from left). 
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More pictures are available by clicking here. 
2018 GRA Conference training sessions are available by clicking here. 

ARTS Boss of the Year Award Winner Beth Williams, Service Area Man-
ager for Region 2. 

Presidentôs Awards Winner Ruby Kaspers. 

Presidentôs Awards Winners Nicky Lamb, Janie Fuller and Cheryl Mead-
ows-Ussery. 

The Eddie Carter Legacy Award Winner Ken Bennett.  

GRA Chapter of the Year: South Chapter. GRA Division of the Year: GAMRC. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5vmpikfc83kns35/AAD8SGdEOw53Es_qMECQSUqna?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ju33jf31rjc7v42/AABOhJd6ZG718VBYERYzwTkya?dl=0
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GRCEA Gives Back to Transition Students 
 
GRA Donates School Supplies  
By Team Lead Frenchye Mike  

 
Alfred Ely Beach High School is one of the oldest public high schools in Savan-
nah, Georgia. In 1867, the Beach Institute was established by the Freedmen's 
Bureau with funds donated by Alfred Ely Beach, editor of Scientific American. 
By 1874, the institute was appropriated by the Savannah-Chatham Board of Ed-
ucation for the purpose of providing free education to Savannah's African Amer-
ican citizenry. 
  
In 2017 Alfred Ely Beach High School celebrated its 150th Anniversary. The 
longstanding history of BHS still resonates with its students today; presently, 
Beach High School is open to residents of Chatham County grades 9-12. 
  
As a means to ensure all students are prepared for learning and equipped with 
the tools for success, the Georgia Rehabilitation Association (GRA) found it 
necessary to donate school supplies this year.  
 
 

News article was published in the GVRA Newsletter Edition, Aug. 2018. 

 
 
 

Pictured above (seated from left) GVRA Career Specialist for Transition Jacqueline Lasseter, GVRA 
Team Lead Frenchye Mike, (standing from left) School Counselor Dr. Douglas Simmons, Parent In-
volvement Facilitator Shaniqua McIver, and Assistant Principal Marlon Worrill. 
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2018 NRA Annual Conference 

October 11-14, Oklahoma City, OK 
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More pictures are available by clicking here. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/hqgit0b5z9uy5y2/AAC6I7ZeBMoz1BebCQbAFNUza?dl=0


15 

 

 

 

Northeast Chapter: Community Resource Fair 
Sept. 13, Gwinnett Tech, Alpharetta-North Fulton Campus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Community Resource Fair showcased products and services from vendors to the local community 
while connecting with students, parents and potential clients on a one-on-one basis. It was also an op-
portunity to connect with Gwinnett Techôs staff and learn more about the college.  


