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The Georgia Rehabilitation Association Newsletter

Conference Edition, June 2018

reetings GRA Members!

Hello to each of you and hope you are all doing well. It is hard to believe we
are already half way through the year. Conference planning is going full force.
Our theme this year is “In the Garden of Knowledge” in beautiful Savannah,
GA. The 2018 GRA Training Conference will offer many training options for you to attend
this year. | hope each of you will take advantage of this opportunity.

Remember, “The Georgia Rehabilitation Association (GRA) is a membership organization
whose mission is to improve the quality of life for individuals with disabilities through edu-
cation and advocacy.” For this reason, | hope you join GRA to become active and participate
in all aspects not just the conference. | can remember 21 years ago when | joined NRA/GRA
and how excited | was to help make a difference. | encourage you to become active in a lo-
cal chapter or division, join the conference committee next year or become a part of the
board. This has been such a great experience for me personally and | have grown in so many
ways.

Please encourage your co-workers and friends to join NRA/GRA and become a part of a
wonderful family and organization.
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Division Reports

GAMRC: Georgia Association of Multicultural Rehabilitation Concerns

AMRC announces the 25th Silver Jubilee National Association for

Multicultural Rehabilitation Concerns Conference on July 11-14,

2018 in Las Vegas, NV. The theme for this year’s conference is
“Shaping Innovation in Multicultural Rehabilitation.” Registration infor-
mation and more details at www.namrc.org. Flyer included in newsletter.

GAMRC is planning a workshop in observance of Mental lliness Awareness
Week. Tentatively scheduled October 11, 2018. Details to be announced.

GARL: Georgia Association of Rehabilitation Leadership

lease submit a nomination for the Leadership Award and Continuing
Education Grant (please review the GRA Newsletter and Website for
more details).

Also, we will once again hold our Auction at the GRA Training Conference in
Savannah but this year hold the event during breaks in the Opening Session.
Flyer is included in the newsletter.

GRCEA: Georgia Rehabilitation Counselors and Educators Association

embers had a meeting Apr. 27 to talk about choosing a speaker for the con-

ference. Members decided to do an electronic vote to end at the close of

business on Apr. 30 on who to choose for a speaker. A follow-up meeting
was held on Apr. 30. Dr. Silvio Reyes was chosen as this year’s speaker.

Members also voted to cover half of the cost for the boxed lunches for the New Mem-
ber Welcome at the conference. They also designated Dana Skelton-Sanders to pur-
chase items for the preconference bags.

GRCEA will be participating in donating door prizes for the pre-conference and the con-
ference. As a community service project, GRCEA will be donating classroom supplies to
an inner-city high school in Savannah. These items will be collected at the preconfer-
ence. A flyer has been created and included in the Conference 2018 Edition of the GRA
Newsletter.



http://www.namrc.org

Chapter Reports

EAST—Carmella Jennings

HIGH SCHOOL JOB AND RESOURCE FAIR

On March 13, 2018 the East Chapter Special Committee members attended the Rich-
mond County High School Job and Community Resource Fair. This momentous event
took place at the Julian Smith Center in Augusta, Georgia. Students from 12 schools in
the greater Augusta area had the chance to visit with a variety of employers and com-
munity partners. Some of the vendors included the Job Corp, the Salvation Army,
Georgia Regents University, Augusta Technical College, Kenneth Schuler, Georgia Insti-
tute for Cosmetology, Walton Options, BioMat, CSRA JATC Electrical Apprenticeship,
Gold Mech, Teleperformance, MAU, CSRA Workforce Development, Empire Beauty
School, and recruiters from each branch of the Armed Forces. Information was provid-
ed to interested students regarding available jobs and academic programs that could
prepare them for a successful transition from school to work. Tables were also set up
to assist students in completing applications and locating current job leads via popular
internet sites. The event was brought to a close with a ceremony of recognition for
those students who demonstrated outstanding participation and superior levels of job
readiness as the result of their dedication and contribution during the course of the
High School Job Club. Individuals who provided support or assisted in the success of
the High School Job Club were also celebrated with certificates of appreciation. The
host of the event was Jay Jefferies, a local news celebrity. Mr. Jefferies did an outstand-
ing job as host and entertaining the students. Most importantly, students with disabili-
ties were equipped with knowledge and discovered potential means for achieving em-
ployment using the resources and willing employers in their local community.

MOSSY CREEK COMMUNITY PROJECT — MARCH ON FOR VETERANS

The month of March 2018, students at Mossy Creek Elementary School from Kinder-
garten to 5th grade teamed up with the Local East Chapter Members to collect over
500 toiletry items (toothbrushes, tooth paste, shaving cream, razors, deodorant, comb,
brushes, shampoo soap, etc.). The items were delivered to Wounded Warriors at Geor-
gia War Veterans Nursing Home. This is the largest collection of toiletry items since
starting this community project.




Chapter Reports

METRO—Lutrell Thomas

etro Chapter is planning a Lunch and Learn on topic of Autism in
July and the Annual Ethics Symposium in October 2018. We will
also be having an opportunity basket at the conference.

NORTHEAST—Keita Alston

he Northeast Chapter will have a meeting between now and June to

discuss fundraiser ideas for the conference. Also, we are teaming

with Gwinnett Technical College in Alpharetta to have a Provider Fair
on Sept. 13 from 10 AM — 2 PM. Flyer will be in the newsletter.

We will also have a meeting to discuss fundraiser options at the conference.

SOUTH—Nicky Lamb

outh Chapter has welcomed seven new members this quarter. South

Chapter and GRA State Chapter donated $500 to a family in Effing-

ham County that lost their home in a fire. The Chapter is currently
working with staff from the Grady County School System to help a disabled
student build a wheel chair ramp. They are also working on planning a fund-
raiser for the fall. Chapter President Nicky Lamb and Cheryl Braswell have
offered to go around to different offices and talk about GRA to help increase
GRA membership. South Chapter is working on ways to advertise member-
ship with local vendors in our communities and with the special education
teachers in our local school systems.

WEST—Jason Williams

e plan to support the GRA Training Conference once again
through the purchase of an advertisement and donation of
door prizes.




GRA Committee News

Accessibility Committee News

The Accessibility Committee will request the program outline from the Program Com-
mittee. The Dropbox folder for the 2018 GRA Conference has been created. Please click
here for the link.

Also, the Committee is seeking two additional committee members to assist with the de-
velopment, implementation, and marketing of the DropBox. Interested persons should
email Michelle Temple at michelltemple@yahoo.com.

Awards & Scholarships Committee

Awards/Scholarship Committee welcomes any ideas, thoughts, suggestions, or constructive criticism
to improve the Awards Ceremony this year in Savannah. Please begin thinking now about a deserving
rehabilitation professional to nominate. List of awards and scholarships are below. Click on the link
below to complete the form.

Deadline date to send nominations is July 11. Please send via mail or email to:

Lauri Tuten

Awards & Scholarships Chair
PO Box 824

Thomson, GA 30284
Lauri.tuten(@gvs.ga.gov

Name of Award/Scholarship Deadline Date

Association of Rehabilitation Technicians and
Specialists of Georgia (ARTS) Boss of the Year
Award July 11, 2018

Association of Rehabilitation Technicians and

Specialists of Georgia (ARTS) Service Award July 11, 2018
Georgia Rehabilitation Counselors and Educa-

tors Association (GRCEA) Awards July 11, 2018
Georgia Association of Rehabilitation Leadership

(GARL) Award July 11, 2018
Georgia Association of Rehabilitation Leadership

(GARL) Continuing Education Grant July 11, 2018
Isaac Max Heller Employer of Year Award July 11, 2018
Nancy Crowder Memorial Scholarship Award July 11, 2018
Professional Achievement Award July 11, 2018
Service Award July 11, 2018
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/62jzh1q9mu77lo0/AADCPjMf1hkN20nK7nKActTya?dl=0
mailto:michelltemple@yahoo.com

Facilitators Needed

Please contact Cheryl Meadows Ussery at cheryl@sharecoastalga.comcastbiz.net if you’re interested
in becoming a facilitator for this year's conference.

Membership Committee News
GRA: Membership Matters!

The Membership Committee Theme for 2018 is once again “Membership Matters!”. We will be offer-
ing a $100 Cash Prize to the Local Chapter or Division that recruits the most new members this year.

Chapter Presidents: Please notify Ellen Logino and I immediately once you add a new member so
that we may add them to the GRA Membership Roster.

Please submit your list of new members by July 2, 2018 to:

Jason Williams

Attention: GRA Membership Contest
1220 Hogansville Road, Suite #400
LaGrange, GA 30241

Jason. Williams(@ablegeorgia.ga.gov

Nominations Committee News

We are looking for a few “GReAt” Rehab Professionals to serve as President Elect, Vice President
Elect, Secretary Elect, Treasurer Elect and three (3) Board Members at Large for 2019. Elections to be
held at the annual conference.

Don’t miss your opportunity to serve as a key player with GRA! If interested, please contact Cheryl
Braswell at cheryl.braswell@gvs.ga.gov

Registration Committee Volunteers Needed

Please contact Keita Alston at keita.alston@gvs.ga.gov if you’re interested in becoming a volunteer
with the Registration Committee at this year’s conference.

We would like for each chapter to start asking vendors for donations to place in the conference bags.
We are expecting about 300 attendees. For more information, please contact Nicky Lamb at
nicky.lamb@gvs.ga.gov. The expectation are that each Chapter & Division will need to provide items

indigenous to their areas.

The Savannah VR office is happy to assist in this year's conference preparations. If anyone needs to
ship or mail items to us for holding until conference time, please contact Candace Mims at 912-356-
2226 or Candace.mims@gvs.ga.gov. Please let her know ahead of time what you’ll be sending as a
courtesy. Thanks!

Savannah VR Office

Attn: Candace Mims—GRA Conference
450 Mall Blvd. Suite B.

Savannah, GA 31406


mailto:Jason.Williams@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Nicky.lamb@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:Candace.mims@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:cheryl@sharecoastalga.comcastbiz.net
mailto:keita.alston@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:cheryl.braswell@gvs.ga.gov

2018 GRA Conference
Aug. 7-10, 2018
Savannah Marriott Riverfront
See y'all in Savannah!

Please click below to access forms:

e 2018 GRA Conference Call for Proposal Form

2018 GRA Conference Exhibitor Prospectus Form

2018 GRA Conference Registration Form (GVRA Employees Only)
2018 GRA Conference Registration Form (Non-GVRA)

2018 GRCEA Preconference Registration Form



https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cZ_kPy0qUIxr6OpMOgmpYSieAIt39qIX
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2018 GRCEA Preconference Speaker
Dr. Silvio S. Reyes

Dr. Silvio S. Reyes is a Vocational Consultant and Life Care Planner actively
involved in Personal Injury, Workers’ Compensation, Wrongful Termination,
Wrongful Death, Medical Malpractice, Matrimonial/Divorce, Veteran’s Disabil-
ity (TDIU), Premises Liability, Product Liability and Long Term Disability
(ERISA) Cases. Additionally, he serves as a Rehabilitation Supplier for the
Georgia State Board of Worker’s Compensation and a Vocational Expert with
the United States Social Security Administration’s Office of Hearing Operations
formerly known as the Office of Disability Adjudication and Review. Dr. Reyes
received his Masters Degree in Rehabilitation from South Carolina State Uni-
versity and his Doctorate in Rehabilitation from Southern Illinois University.

Dr. Reyes is a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor, Licensed Professional Coun-
selor, National Certified Counselor, Registered Professional Vocational Evalua-
tor and Certified Life Care Planner who has provided services for people with
disabilities since 2000. He has provided rehabilitation services to diverse popu-
lations for 18 years while credentialed by the Commission on Rehabilitation
Counselor Certification, Georgia Composite Board of Professional Counselors,
Social Workers, and Marriage and Family Therapists, National Board for Certi-
fied Counselors, International Commission on Healthcare Certification and the
Registry of Professional Vocational Evaluators.

He can be reached at 770-987-7414 or Silvio.Reyes@mtbmglobalrehab.com.
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GRCEA Division Gives Back to Transition Students

The GRCEA Division has selected an inner city high school in Sa-
vannah as an effort to demonstrate our commitment to the newly
established collaboration with the Dept. of Education. We are
asking attendees of the Pre-Conference Ethics Training to bring
classroom item donations, which will be given to the chosen high
school.

As we all know, teachers often have to spend their own money to
ensure students have the supplies they need for school. GRCEA
would like to show our support for teachers and students to DOE
through this donation.

Please go and do some “Back to School” shopping for a high
school student, and show your support for our teachers!

Items Needed:
Paper, college ruled
No 2 Pencils
3 binder Notebook
3 prong folders
Pens
Composition books
Highlighters
Zip drives




2018 GARL Auction

The Georgia Association of Rehabilitation Leadership
(GARL)

Needs You!

Clean Your Attics, Make and Bring Stuff!

Donate Now to the GARL 2018 Auction!*

Call Gigi Taylor at 404-796-1991 for pick up in the Atlanta Metro Area
OR

Bring items when you come to the 2018 GRA Conference in Savannah:

o Art e Goodie Bags

e Athletic Event Tickets e Houschold Items
e C(alligraphy o Jewelry

e Clothes e Music

e C(ollectibles e Plants

o C(rafts e Wine

We would appreciate any of these or other items for donation!!

The auction will take place in the same room as the Opening Session (Wed., Aug. 8) and
will be in a Silent Auction Format.

*All proceeds from the auction support continuing education scholarships for rehabilitation professionals.
p ipp g p p
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2018 GRA Conference on Social Media

#GRA2018

A picture is worth a thousand words.

Our conference will be utilizing the #GRA2018
for Instagram/Facebook/Twitter social media.

Please be aware of some business rules when posting photos

e Think before you tag. Ask others in pictures before you tag them.
e You are what you share.... Please, no controversial content.

e Don’t post explicit or inappropriate content. What’s in your hand?
e Please message private matters and do not use the hashtag.

e Be careful of your tone. Do not use CAPS!

e Have fun! Be creative! But tactful and classy.
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CANDIDATE BIOS

Jeff Allen - President-Elect

Jeff received his Masters of Science Degree in Counseling and
Psychology with a concentration in Vocational Rehabilitation from
Troy University in December of 2010, and is a Certified Rehabili-
tation Counselor (CRC). Jeff began his career in rehabilitation at
Roosevelt Warm Springs Institute for Rehabilitation as a Counsel-
ing intern and working Part time as a Social Service Technician in
the dormitory. Once he completed his degree at Troy University,
Jeff was hired as a CRC in the Gainesville VR office. Since that
time he has served in several different roles within GVRA includ-
ing a Transition Counselor covering Hall County Schools,
Statewide Coordinator for Transition Services, Career Pathways Specialist under the E3
Grant, and his current role as a Policy & Appeals Advisor for GVRA. Jeff currently serves as
Vice-President for the Georgia Rehabilitation Association (GRA), and in the past has filled
the roles of Secretary for the RWSIR Chapter, Vice President of GRCEA , and President of
the Northeast Georgia Chapter of GRA. He has served on several statewide Advisory
boards including the State Advisory Panel for Special Education, and the Tools for Life Ad-
visory Board. Jeff has also served several years on the state’s Interagency Directors Team.

Cece Walker - Vice President-Elect

Cecelia “Cece” Walker is a native of Georgia and has worked as a
state employee for over 25 years. She currently serves as the
Special Projects Manager for the Georgia Vocational Rehabilita-
tion Agency. Since beginning with Georgia Vocational Rehabilita-
tion in 1996, she has served as a counselor, a unit manager, a
policy appeals advisor, Program Policy Chief, Agency Policy Di-
rector and Agency Special Projects Manager. She has been a
stalwart in developing program policy and ensuring regulatory
compliance. She has also been instrumental in the development
of several statewide training modules and has presented at sever-

al association conferences.

Cecelia is a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor, a Nationally Certified Counselor and a Li-
censed Professional Counselor in the state of Georgia. She holds a BS in psychology from
Howard University, a MA in psychology from the University of Virginia and a MS in Rehabilita-
tion Counseling from Georgia State University.

Cecelia is a member of the National Rehabilitation Association, currently sits on the Georgia
Rehabilitation Association (GRA) board and is a past president of the Georgia Association for
Rehabilitation Leadership. She also serves on the Commission on Rehabilitation Counselor
Certification (CRCC) Ethics Committee. Additionally, she served 5 years as an advisory
board member for Georgia State University Rehabilitation Counseling program.
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Johnesha Harris - Secretary Elect

Johnesha Harris is running for Secretary of the Georgia Rehabilitation
Association. Johnesha originates from Macon, Georgia and currently
resides in Riverdale, Georgia. She holds a Master of Science in Reha-
bilitation Counseling and a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice,
both from Georgia State University. Through her previous work with the
Office of Disability Services at Georgia State University, Johnesha as-
sisted adults with disabilities with navigating the world of post-
secondary training. During this time, Johnesha recognized her passion
for working with young adults transitioning from high school to post-
secondary training. She decided to continue her work with transitioning
youth at Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency.

Johnesha began her work with Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency as a transition counselor
and she quickly began to emerge as a leader among her peers. After two years of working as a Cer-
tified Rehabilitation Counselor, Johnesha accepted a promotion to Team Lead in June of 2017. In
this role, Johnesha is able to encourage and motivate her team members and other rehabilitation
professionals towards success.

Johnesha has been a member of the National Rehabilitation Association/Georgia Rehabilitation As-
sociation and Georgia Association of Multicultural Rehabilitation Concerns since 2016. Additionally,
she currently holds the position of Treasurer of GAMRC. Johnesha presented at the GRA 2017 An-
nual Training Conference on the topic, “Are You Afraid of Transition,” which was inspired by dispel-
ling the myths and misconceptions surrounding working with our transition population.

Johnesha has a true passion for working with individuals with disabilities and she believes that she
is living out her purpose in life in doing so. She would love the opportunity to broaden her experi-
ence with GRA with becoming Secretary. If elected, Johnesha plans to further the mission and val-
ues of the Georgia Rehabilitation Association. She would greatly appreciate your support!

Paige Tidwell - Treasurer Elect

Hello GRA! | am Paige Tidwell and | am running for Treasurer-
Elect!

If our paths have not yet crossed, | have been in the Rehabilitation Pro-
fession for a number of years. This includes working at Georgia VR for
11 years where | worked as a counselor, evaluator, unit manager, and
state office coordinator. In 2015 | began working at UGA’s Institute on
Human Development and Disability (IHDD) as a project manager, voca-
tional specialist and consultant. Also in my spare time | provide vocation-
al expert testimony for SSA’s Office of Disability Adjudication and Re-
view.

The passion | have had for the rehabilitation field has led to incredible

leadership opportunities on both the National and State level. This includes serving on the National
VEWAA division’s Board of Directors since 2004, with the last three years as treasurer and Repre-
sentative to the NRA Board of Directors. | am also the treasurer for the Professional Vocational Evalua-
tor Registry.
Also over the years | have served as GRA’s secretary, Vice-President, Member at Large and most re-
cently, GRA President in 2015 and SERNRA President in 2016. Now, | am ready to take advantage of
my national experiences and return home, and serve GRA in a new capacity. So, don’t delay, get out
and vote!

Loyalty and Dedication Matters, and so does Money!
Vote for me, Paige Tidwell, as your 2019 Treasurer-Elect.
Paige #1 for Getting the Job Done!
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CANDIDATE BIOS:
BOARD MEMBERS AT-LARGE

Michael Dorsey

| have 15 years of experience in both the Public (GVRA)
and Private Sector in assisting individuals with disabilities to
define their return to work objectives and reach their overall
employment goal. | am the Founder and Chief Executive
Officer of Employment Logistics which is a National Reha-
bilitation Firm that provides Vocational Experts to the Fed-
eral Government for Social Security Disability hearing pur-
poses. I've been a member of GRA for many years and
have had the pleasure of serving as Board Member at
Large in the past.

Cheryl Leidy

Cheryl Leidy
Certified Rehabilitation Counselor
Roosevelt Warm Springs

| have been a member of NRA & GRA for approximately 10
years and truly believe in its mission and commitment to advo-
cate for persons with disabilities in independence and employ-
ment; and to support those working in the field of vocational
rehabilitation. | am currently the President of the Roosevelt
Warm Springs Chapter; a role | have held since 2012. | previ-
ously served as GRA Secretary in 2011. | would love to serve
for the next three years as a Board Member-at-Large to contin-
ue to promote and support the Georgia Chapter.

| have worked at Roosevelt Warm Springs for seven years, beginning as a Program Associ-
ate in the Center for Therapeutic Recreation. | have been a Vocational Rehabilitation Coun-
selor at RWS for five years; after graduating from the University of Kentucky in 2012. | am a
Leadership Redwood Class of 2008 graduate. My husband Greg and | have been married
for almost 35 years, and live in Hogansville, GA. We have one son and daughter-in-law,
Greg Jr. and Kaisa, and a granddaughter, Emily, who live in Helsinki, Finland. | am an avid
animal lover and animal rescue supporter.
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Shawna Lewis

I’'m Shawna Lewis and | am running for Board Member
for GRA. | graduated from Fort Valley University in 2014
with my Master’s degree in Rehabilitation Counseling.

| have been a member of GRA since 2013. | have been
with the GVRA for 8 years: 4 years as a Rehabilitation
Assistant, 3 years as a Counselor and now | am current-
ly a Team Lead. | have a passion with helping people
with disabilities to become successfully employed and
an active member in their community.

Jason Williams

Jason Williams serves as a Service Area Manager with
GVRA. He holds a BS (HR Management) and MBA
(Marketing) from Auburn University and has completed
additional graduate coursework through the University of
Alabama — Tuscaloosa, the University of Kentucky and
the University of Texas — Austin. Jason has been a
member of GRA for 20 years and has served in every
position from the Local Chapter to the State Board Lev-
el.
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GRA BALLOT

2018 Election

PRESIDENT-ELECT VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT
(Check one) (Check one)

Jeff Allen Cece Walker

Name of Candidate Name of Candidate

(Write-in) (Write-in)

SECRETARY ELECT TREASURER ELECT

Johnesha Harris Paige Tidwell

Name of Candidate Name of Candidate
(Write-in) (Write-in)

BOARD MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

The Board Members section of the ballot will be invalid unless four (4) names are marked for vote as
stated in the Manual of Operations.

Michael Dorsey Shawna Lewis

Cheryl Leidy Jason Williams

(Write-in)

PLEASE MAIL TO: Shana Shelby, P.O. Box 4188, Canton, GA 30114 by July 31.
VOTER'S NAME:

NRA Membership Number:

ADDRESS:
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Rehabilligtion Assadlation:

The National Rehabhilitation Association
F. 0, Box 160235
Alexandria, Vo 22315
Phone: 703-6836-0350
Toll Frae; 1-A88-268-4295
Fax: 703-836-0640
Emall: infof@nationatrehaly.org | v nalionalrehati o

Why Membership in NRA?

1. COMNEGT with affordabla and varied opportunilies to earn Continuing Education Credits in
Rehabilitation

2. NETWORK wilh a variely of rehabilitation professianals

3. DEVELOP leadarship skills through service on boards and commitieas

4. ADVOCATE to presenve the profession and the rights of individuals with disabilties

5. ACCESS fo professional publications: Journal of Rehabilitation and Contemporary Rehab
6, BAVE on discounted haaith and professional fiability insurance

7. ENHANCE your membership by joining divisions

Historical Context

The Mational Rehabilitation Association (NRA) is the oldest profassional member organization in
lhe United States that advocates for the rights of individuals with disabilities while also promating
high qualily, ethical, and collabarative praclice across the rehabilitation profession,

The MRA, comprised of counselors, educators, researchers, and diverse agents of communily
integration, Is commitled to continuously impaciing and improving upen the multifaceted conditions,
across our soviety, necessary le enhance quality of it of individuals with disabilities, thelr families,
and our communities.

Mission

To provide exemplary leadership through social advecacy and legislation, advance cultural
awareness and competence across communilies, premote excellence in research and praclice,
and support professionals engaged in the employment and independence of individuals with
dizabilitiss.

Vision and Values

The MRA is commitled Lo advancing the professional practices of rehabilitation driven by culturally-
competent, ethical, evidence-based and accountable practices so that individuals with disabllities
would be regarded and valued as full membars of our society, These Individuals desarve equal

access, expression of cholce, and security of freedam within cur communilies when engaging in al
aspects of life.

Plaase see the membership application that fallows to join today!
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et Connected Get Involved
0y Membership Application

Promoting Ethical and State of the Art Practice in Rehabilitation

Membership at the Nalional Level ls required for Divisionat Memberships.

Section 1 - Contact Information

Jamapplyingfor 7 2

[T New Member [T Renewal [T embership  Member 1D Number (if renewal or reinstatement)

Bivocminns otz g Re-nstatement
Name

Company/Organization v e G R TR A
Work Tel T Work e
oty } o SR N - : Fax 5 - - e —t e o S B -
Work Email : Website . e

Work Malling Address - il TN T o
city R T O P SO R SRR e

Section 2 — NRA National Membership Categories

tembership lo the National Rehabilitation Association affords you automatic membership in your region, state and local chapter
Membership to NRA Division is an additional fee, however, you must be a member of national 1o join a division.

0 Professional Membership Slatus is avallable to an indusly professicnal
| Professional Member - $150 currently working in the field.
Affiliate membership is available 10 Ihose membars wha are nof eligible
for professicnal membership status bul are involved in andlor reticed
W] i from the Rehabilitation fleld. This category does NOT receive the Joumal
Affiliate Member - $108 of Rehabilitation.
anizatjonal Membership/Group membership is available for a group
Qrganlzational Member* - $700 (?Iri!;lowms Who work lorp(,hi same organizalion, Membership belongs
List 4 employees (namodemail) to recoive member o the organization and is non-liansfereble. You may however, replace
henefils (complete on pago 3) — the individue! who receive benefite at any ime,
. An Individual who recently completed an socredited college universily
Neow Professional Member - $108 proaram - Ihis catogoey §s only availabie for the first year aflergraduation
An indiidual ervolled as a Full-Time undergraduate with @ minimum of
N eight (8) hours per semester or equivalent 8nd a Full-Time graduate
0 student must have a minimum of six () hours per semester or
Student Membership - $48 equivatent,
Full Time Student at:
Expected Date of
Graduation (molyr) R d

Natlenal Rehabilitation Asscciation | PO Box 150235 | Alexandria, VA 22315 § Phone: 703-836-0850 | Fax: 703-836-0848
Membership Application - Page 1 of3
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Section 3~ NRA Divislonal Memberships (optional memnbership)

s Teleibilllfallee Gounantars end Edurstors Anactitlon RGEAN

A Mumborship s Redstllation Gaunselem, Rohabiiorion Edusalo,

== Gounsalbr Supriors, Resaarchon: i Rabakilialion Coudolng, end
Studonts In & Rotebditaton Educalion Fregran

U | proessiona-sas | | wuever - ga5

Haenal Ronatdiliaglon Asscclation of Job Placemund and Dawlagimsal
unc [NRAIPD:
Memberahip incladea 81 ptond sriniding corai dinslopmant find [l 1)
i Ihase thal suppodt the emplmin of deans wiihgisat]ite

s

[ L 14]
EUNARE atiseet Avssciation of Fohabiallen Laaderublp IARLY
Aembetalip el Rinbatiiiaien kisders and scinkiairalo and percr ntorotled
In dtpig Indasship sl or arkicisigtion, sugeesisicn of aducalion in e
. FehalAlnbon by, :

0 |

” Bl - §18

Prileaalonal - 330

Yoration Evaluatian and Wark Adjestient Asaoclalon (VEWAA) Mambership nchiles
o probessitndls, wiitats, o wlisdents b e pracics of assagment, Faling and
™ petvgiegy, promaling the susessilul aliurmen of comor goals of pirsens el sobdits

O | poasional 535 ]':' pasocie - 835 E | stum-38

W Hatlaal Anneelatton of Sorvics Previdars bn Prlvste Rehabillintian (NASF2R]
W eenaship ol frerseant eomplood i renab ilsion i (R privatn sgelar

O prafesnion - 30 B | ghugoni - 510

MADDS o of e sality Besefits Spieiafists MADES):
L "‘Jﬁﬁmﬂiﬂ"ﬂiﬁmu.&i’:dm,%:ﬂmrh

kst eonmitedd 1 the persanal and economic indperdino o oo will {presit e ren predit
! it i i
B| protssionat - 530 L | gtadernt - 5 18 O | professionsl $ 30 £ Siudan §5

|
mf S% Maspchadlon of Rehabiation Tochiieians and Spociatists{AR TS}
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Iy Trnslition Spocialties Didslan TS0
ST Wambarahip o avaiatbe i ol indhiceds v e & masmbeshis b HAR and wha
bawa siednir pegaeding lrunzllicn of yalifig noula it dsblling inln cavoers. Thy
divinion bz focused an ik efts beenomn Al nheneslid panlis - rnatliaen profaesiznes,
spieial eteaion sta¥, aifos, st ahars, placemanl sl iansdion cogidmatin, dnasha,

R, Motonal Ansaclation fe Iectieonidant Llving (HAIL|:
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U | patvssona- 340 | U ht-.k:lunt-ﬂm

e

N Professional- §25 | = Sudon - $10

Bhenbarslip incArdos proteasional, educabors, slusdans and afl cthier initinalind partens wh ara commited bo e acgncaman and mprovamaeil of pegrsm evakistan, quilly smmancs

@ Rahabilitatlon Program Evaluatian Bedwark |RPEN):
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2 Profagsionsl - 5 90 O Shudont - 515

itk Reliabilation Associalioe | PO Box 130235 | Alexaninia, WA 32315 | Phone: 703-E-RE50 | Fas: O2B35-0E4D
Mesborship Appleation = Page Tofd
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Joln Taday! Gel Conpected

Get Involved

Organizational Members ONLY _
If_}!luu are applying for DRGANIZATIDNAL MEI‘U‘IBERSHIP
Primary Conlact Name:
Orgamzatmnsl Meamber

Mame # 1

Organizational Member
Neme#2
Organizational Member

Mame ff 3

Organizational Member

Mame # 4 =

" Email:

~ Email;

piease complete the below.
Ernail:
Email:

Email:

Section 5 — NRA Member Fee Summary
Fees Summary
Summarize your mmbershm feas,
NRA Fee S
Division Fee Total |
Total Fees .

Section & — Payment Information

Paymentinformation

1. Cradit Card - Complete the credil card seclion below:

Card Typa:

o Yisa 0 MasterCard
o Amex 0O Discover
Card Number (enter below)

Exp. Date:

Total Amount to Charge:

Authorized Signature:

2, Provide name, phone, and emall address of the contact
parsen for this charge {if different than individual applying
for mambership):

Blamn,

E-
iad

Riling Ackdrasa {if different that abowa)

O Check - {Payable in .S, funds to Nalional
Rehabilitation Association)O(Flease allow 2-3 weeks for
processing) Enclose with a copy of your application ferm
and mail to the NRA Membership Office.

O ACH Bank Draft- Complete the membership application
and sign below to authorize MRA to debit your bank or
checking account. Please remember to submit & copy of of the
woided check with your application. Please note that the ACH
Payment caries 8 provessing fee of $1 parmonth.

Authorized Signature:
Date:

Mambership Policies

Membershin s valid for 12 months from the date your payment is
procassed.

Membership Dues are non-refundable and membership is non-
fransferable.

Membership is portabla should you change your employer
{excluding erganizational membearships)

Members are assignad to tha ragion and state chapter
corasponding to their mailing address unless indicated
othemvise.

£ $15 charge will be assessed for returnad checks.

.
w
L3

Malling Information:

National Rehabilitation Association
Attention: Membership Department
POy Box 150238 | Mexandria, WA 22345
Phone: 703-836-0850

Fen: 703-836-0848

Email: infodmationaliehab.omg

Mational Rehabiitatian Assoclation | PO Box 150235 | Alexandria, WA 22315 | Fhone: 703-836-0850 | Fax: P03-836-0818

Mambarship App

You can also access the NRA/GRA Me

lization — Page 3 of 3

mbership Application Form by clicking here.
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https://www.nationalrehab.org/Public/Membership/Join_Benefits/Public/Membership/NRA_Benefits.aspx?hkey=f7a5c82c-8912-4d14-9e75-04b8fa2abee8

ReAtiPictures

NorthEast Chapter

September 13

10am.-2pm.
COMMUNITY

RESOURCE
FAIR szttt

GWINNETT

TECHNICAL COLLEGE

GwinnettTech.edu

The Student Affairs Office at Gwinnett Technical College and the Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation
Agency is hosting a Community Resource Fair on Thursday September 13, 2018 from 10 AM—2 PM
at the Alpharetta-North Futon campus (2875 OIld Milton Pkwy. Alpharetta, GA 30009).

We invite you to participate as a service provider, you will be able to showcase your products and ser-
vices to the local community while connecting with students, parents, and potential clients on a one-
on-one basis.

Additionally, you will also have an opportunity to connect with Gwinnett Tech’s staff and learn more
about the college. Space is limited to the first 15 service providers. To register, click

If you have any questions, please contact Juan Wilson at or 470-282-
5453. You can also contact Keita Alston at or 470-728-5499.
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https://gvra.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=101d807c7e246050d28879a98&id=387df4ec16&e=c6037ecdaa
https://gvra.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=101d807c7e246050d28879a98&id=387df4ec16&e=c6037ecdaa
mailto:JWilson@GwinnettTech.edu
mailto:keita.alston@gvs.ga.gov

South Chapter Community Project

Carrie and Chad’s gift to Brittany

By Sandra McBride

Carrie and Chad met more than 20 years ago; Carrie a native of Effingham County, GA and Chad from
Tallapoosa County, AL. Both had left their home towns to attend Roosevelt Warm Springs Intuition. The
most they were expecting from this journey was to meet a new friend or two, to gain some employment
skills and to get a job when they got back home. Never in their wildest dreams did they ever expect to fall
in love, let alone find their soulmate. Every time Carrie shares this story, her voice shakes, lip trembles,
and the tears well up in her eyes. She takes a deep breath with that big closed lip smile and says best of
all, we have Brit. From this magical union, Carrie and Chad were blessed with Brittany. Now, they are
amazing parents. Not only do they support Brittany in everything that she’s involved in but if there is a
need in the classroom or with other students Mr. and Mrs. Cox are always willing to help. They do not
have much; however the blessing they are to others, you cannot place a monetary value on.

So often the Carries and Chads of the world do not get the recognition they deserve. They just go about
their day, taking care of their business, providing for their family never complaining or asking for assis-
tance from anyone. They live simple,
love unconditional, give freely, and [
work hard. Earlier this year when the
Cox family lost almost all of their
possessions in a house fire, their
family, friends and community were
not surprised when the family picked
up the pieces they could and carried
on as best as they could. They moved
in with Carrie’s mom until they
would be able to start fresh. After
two weeks of being there they had to
rush her mother to the hospital with
complaints of severe chest pains.

She had emergency triple bypass sur-
gery. The Monday following her re-
lease, Chad was admitted into the
hospital with heart attack symptoms.
He had emergency surgery to include
a stint and was out of work for sever-
al weeks. When it rains it pours; bad
luck comes in three’s. The house fire,
momma and now Chad; I know it
will get better. I’m just thankful that
we are all still alive. That was all
Carrie had to say, nothing negative
just thankful.

Their daughter, Brittany, is just as kind and hardworking as her parents. She is a participant in 2017-2018
Effingham Project Search. Brittany accepted a full-time position with JCB in Pooler, GA on February 19,
2018. Her parents are so proud and really appreciate everything that Vocational Rehabilitation has done
for their entire family.
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East Chapter
2018 High School Job Club & Resource Fair

More pictures are available by clicking here.
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/86wul216x5b8ggb/AADhqhe93G87MMsaL1_yAjUDa?dl=0

East Chapter
Mossy Creek Community Project

March on for Veterans
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GRA Special Project

GRA is collecting travel sized toiletries for a domestic violence shelter in
North Georgia. In January, we donated over 2 5-gallon buckets of toilet-
ries. We are looking at filling up another 5 gallon bucket and will do-
nate it in June. We provided 2 pairs of glasses for 2 individuals at the
Circle of Hope.
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NAMRC 25th Anniversary Annual Training Conference
July 11-14, 2018 in Las Vegas, NV

National
| W4 Association of
Multicultural
Rehabilitation

Concerns

JULY 11 PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS |
JULY 12 PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS II
JULY 12-14 GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSIONS

n
=
a
1
[
]
]
n
]
[
"

W LAS VEGAS
2535 BOULEVARD SOUTH LAS VEGAS, NV 89109

RESERVATIONS: 866 912 1020
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION INFORMATION: www.namrc.org
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NRA Annual Training Conference
Oct. 11-14, 2018 in Oklahoma City, OK

Look for More
Details Coming Your
Way

The NRA 2018"
Training
Conference will be
hosted
infOklahoma City,
Oklahoma.

Oct. IT-14, 2018.

“Creating the
Extraordinary in a
Time of Change”

Mark Your Calendar.
Plan to Attend.

’

For more information, please click link below. Thanks!

2018 NRA Training Conference Info
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https://www.nationalrehab.org/2018-natrehab-training-conference

GEORGIA REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION

2018 BOARD MEMBERS, CHAPTER & DIVISION PRESIDENTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

* denotes Executive Committee Members

President
* Cheryl Braswell
Cheryl.braswell@gvs.ga.gov

President Elect
* Dana Skelton-Sanders
Dana.skelton-sanders@gvs.ga.gov
danapssanders@gmail.com

Past President
* Jennifer Howell
jennifer.howell@gvs.ga.gov

Vice President
* Jeff Allen
jeff.allen@gvs.ga.gov

Vice President Elect
* Keita Alston
Keita.alston@gvs.ga.gov

Secretary
* Nicky Lamb
Nicky.lamb@gvs.ga.gov

Treasurer
* LaDetria King

ladetriaking@yahoo.com

Board Members

Class of 2018

Michael Dorsey
mcdorsey@live.com

* Ruby Kaspers
Ruby.kaspers@gvs.ga.gov

Lutrell Thomas
Lutrell.thomas@gvs.ga.gov

Cecelia Walker
Cecelia.walker@gvs.ga.gov

Class of 2019

* Janie Fuller
jdpfuller@yahoo.com

Frank Krause
fbkrause4@gmail.com

Catherine Phillips
Catherine.phillips@gvs.ga.gov

* Cheryl Meadows Ussery
cheryl@sharecoastalga.comcastbiz.net

Class of 2020

LaToya Bivins
Latoya.bivins@gvs.ga.gov

Pam Eaton
pamela.eaton@gvs.ga.gov

Kathyrn Edger
kathryn71488@yahoo.com

Raj Pagadala
Raj.pagadala@gvs.ga.gov

Division Presidents

GAMRC
Katavia Sloan
katavia.sloan@gvs.ga.gov

GARL
Jason Williams
Jason.williams@gvs.ga.gov

ARTS
Nicky Lamb

GRCEA
Shirley Robinson
shirley.robinson@gvs.ga.gov
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2018 BOARD MEMBERS, CHAPTER & DIVISION PRESIDENTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Local Chapter Presidents

East
Carmella Jennings

Carmella.Jennings@gvs.ga.gov

Highlands
Ashia Walker
awalker@ging.org

Metro
Lutrell Thomas

Northeast
Keita Alston

RWSIR
Cheryl Leidy
Cheryl.leidy@gvs.ga.gov

South
Nicky Lamb

West
Jason Williams

Committee Chairs

Accessibility Ad-hoc
Michell Temple
mtemple@gsu.edu

Administrative Policy
VACANT

Archives
Ruby Kaspers

Awards & Scholarships
Lauri Tuten
Lauri.tuten@gvs.ga.gov

Building & Modifications
Raj Pagadala

GEORGIA REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION

Certification (CEUs)
Cece Walker

Conference
Jeff Allen

Credentials
Shana Shelby
Shana.shelby@gvs.ga.gov

Education & Advocacy
Janie Fuller & Cheryl Meadows Ussery

Finance
LaDetria King

Finance Review
Pam Eaton

Fundraising
Ashia Walker

Hospitality
Nicky Lamb

Marketing/PR
Kathryn Edger

Membership
Jason Williams

Newsletter
Keita Alston & Ruby Kaspers

Nominations
VACANT

Remembrance
LaDetria King

Resolutions
Tom Wilson
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GEORGIA REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION

2018 BOARD MEMBERS, CHAPTER & DIVISION PRESIDENTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Special Projects Ex-Officio
Gigi Taylor (GRA members who hold office within
gigibushtaylor@yahoo.com NRA or SERNRA or any division thereof)
Strategic Planning GRA Rep to SERNRA
Dana Skelton-Sanders Dana Skelton-Sanders
Training Ad-hoc RCEA Board
Mary Ellen Mendiratta Dru Fentem
Maryellen.mendiratta@gvs.ga.gov dmfentem@gmail.com
Website Southeast Region ARTS Board
Keita Alston & Ruby Kaspers Cheryl Braswell
Janie Fuller

Ellen Longino
ellen697@yahoo.com

Patsy Morris

NADBS Board
Paige Tidwell—Southeast Rep.

VEWAA Board
Paige Tidwell

SER RCEA Board
Dana Skelton-Sanders

NAMRC Board Member
Katavia Sloan & Michell Temple

GRA Contact Administrative Assistant
Ellen Longino
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2018 GRA CALENDAR

MAR
2018

Mar. 8: Financial Review 9:30 AM; Executive Board 11 AM; Conference 2 PM
Mar. 9: GRA Board Meeting 9:30 AM-12 PM

Location: Macon VR Office

Mar. 25-27: 2018 Rehabilitation Association Annual Governmental Affairs Summit @
Hilton, Old Town Alexandria, VA

Apr. 20: Required QUARTERLY FINANCIAL INFORMATION due to Administrative Assis-

tant from all Chapters and Divisions

MAY
2018

AUG
2018

SEPT
2018

ocT
2018

May 17: Financial Review 9:30 AM; Executive Board 11 AM; Conference 2 PM
May 18: GRA Board Meeting 9:30 AM-12 PM

Location: Macon VR Office

Jul. 12: Financial Review 9:30 AM; Executive Board 11 AM; Conference 2 PM
Jul. 13: GRA Board Meeting 9:30 AM-12 PM

Location: Macon VR Office

Jul. 20: Required QUARTERLY FINANCIAL INFORMATION due to Administrative Assis-
tant from all Chapters and Divisions

Aug. 7-10: GRA Annual State Training Conference
Savannah Marriott Riverfront

2018 SERNRA Annual Conference, Oklahoma City, OK
September 25-28, 2018 at the IP - Biloxi, MS

Oct. 11: Financial Review 9:30 AM; Executive Board 11 AM; Conference 2 PM
Oct. 12: GRA Board Meeting 9:30 AM-12 PM

Location: Macon VR Office

Oct. 22: Required QUARTERLY FINANCIAL INFORMATION due to Administrative Assis-
tant from all Chapters and Divisions

2018 NRA Annual Conference, Oklahoma City, OK

Dec. 6: Financial Review 9 AM; Executive Board 11 AM; Leadership Training 12 PM—5
PM
Dec. 7: GRA Board Meeting 9:30 AM-12 PM

Location: TBD




