
  

 

T 
o all GRA Members: 
 

¢ƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƛǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Dw! /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳπ
ōŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƻπ

ƎǊŀƳ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ Iƻǿπ
Ŝƭƭ ƻǊ [ŀ5ŜǘǊƛŀ YƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƴπ
ŜŬǘ ŦǊƻƳΦ   
 
¢ƘŜ bw! [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ {ǳƳƳƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ Dw! aŜƳōŜǊǎ 

ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ¢ƻƳ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ bw! [ŜŀŘ hƴ !ǿŀǊŘΦ  {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ WƻƘƴƴȅ Lǎŀƪǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ hƴ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛπ
ǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ   
 
{ƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅΗ 
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LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ LǎǎǳŜΥ 
 

¶ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ  tŀƎŜ м 

¶ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ wŜǇƻǊǘǎΥ  tŀƎŜ н 

¶ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ wŜǇƻǊǘǎΥ  tŀƎŜ о-п 

¶ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎΥ tŀƎŜ р 

¶ Dw! aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΥ с-мл 

¶ Dw! /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ bŜǿǎΥ  tŀƎŜǎ мм-му 

¶ Dw! /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ϧ tǊŜ-/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ CƻǊƳǎΥ tŀƎŜǎ мф-нм 

¶ Dw! !ǿŀǊŘǎΥ tŀƎŜǎ нн-оо 

¶ DwŜ!ǘ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΥ tŀƎŜ оп-ор 

¶ Dw! [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ϧ hŶŎŜǊǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΥ  

tŀƎŜǎ ос-оу 

¶ Dw! /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΥ  tŀƎŜ оф 

GRA member Tom Wilson (middle) and others were awarded the 2017 
NRA Lead On Award in Washington, DC for their dedication and leader-
ship to employment of individuals with disabilities and the counselors 
who serve them.  
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5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ 
D!w[Υ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

W 
Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ !ǳŎǝƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ /ŀƭƭŀǿŀȅ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ 
ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
!ǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ DǊŀƴǘΦ  bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ Dw! bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ   

D!aw/Υ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ aǳƭǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ 

G 
ǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ D!aw/Η 
 
D!aw/ ƘŜƭŘ ƛǘǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мо ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ tŀǊƪ ±w ƻŶŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƛƴǘǊƻπ

ŘǳŎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ о ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ нлмтΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ  ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ¢ƘŜ wŀƛƴōƻǿ IƻǳǎŜΣ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƴπ

ǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŜŀƭǎ ƻƴ ²ƘŜŜƭǎ   LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ b!aw/ /ƻƴπ

ŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 5ŀƭƭŀǎΣ ¢· ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нс-нфΦ   tŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ D!aw/ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ϷмулнΦлл ŀǎ ƻŦ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмсΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ !ǇǊƛƭ о ŦǊƻƳ н-п ta ŀǘ D±w! ƻŶŎŜ ƛƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

tŀǊƪΦ 

D!aw/ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŘǳǝŜǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ 

ƛƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƳǳƭǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΦ   ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻƴ 

!ǇǊƛƭ нΣ нлмтΦ D!aw/ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǘƻ Dw! ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ  D!aw/ ƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄŎŜƭ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘΦ  D!aw/ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŘŜƭŜπ

ƎŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ b!aw/ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ 5ŀƭƭŀǎ Wǳƭȅ нт-нф нлмтΦ  Lǘǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ 

ά/hb¢9athw!w¸ tLhb99w{Υ tw!/¢L/LbD 9·/9[[9b/9 Lb /¦[¢¦w![ Lb/[¦{LhbέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ Ŏƻƴπ

ŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ƻƴ ƳǳƭǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘ 

ŀƴŘ L ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ  b!aw/ ƻũŜǊǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мр-нл ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ǇŜǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜǎ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƴƻǿƴ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΦ  LΩƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Dw! ǎŜƴŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ м ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜτƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ   5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ b!aw/ΦƻǊƎΦ   D!aw/ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ ƛǘǎ 

ƴŜȄǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ 9ǘƘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛƴ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎΦ  aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘΗ 

Dw/9!Υ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 

W 
Ŝ ŘƛŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǾƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ѻ ǇŀƎŜ ŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƳŜǘ Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊ ōƻȄŜŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ Řƛƭƛπ
ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ tǊŜ-ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 9ǘƘƛŎǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  !ƎŀƛƴΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ 5ǊΦ 

WŀƳŜǎ aŀǊǝƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘΦ р ŦǊƻƳ мΥолτр taΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ ŘƻƻǊ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ƛǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ   

!w¢{Υ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ 

M 
ŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ tŀǘǎȅ aƻǊǊƛǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΦ 

http://namrc.org/
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/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ 
a9¢whτaŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

W 
Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎτtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 9ƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦ hǳǊ 
ƭŀǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ !ǇǊƛƭ мнΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 9ǘƘπ
ƛŎǎ {ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ aŀȅ нс ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ tŀǊƪ ±w ƻŶŎŜ 

ŦǊƻƳ мм !aτн taΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

ILDI[!b5{τ!ǎƘƛŀ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ 

H 
ƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎ ŀ WǳƴŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳǊ 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǇǊƻπ
ƎǊŀƳΦ  

9!{¢τYŜǊǊȅ ¢ǊŀŎŜȅ 

E 
ŀǎǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ Ǿƛŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƻƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƨƻō ŦŀƛǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƭƛǎǘ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴΦ 

{h¦¢IτbƛŎƪȅ [ŀƳō 

S 
ƻǳǘƘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нмΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ϷнΣусуΦрр 
ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ bƛŎƪȅ [ŀƳō ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘǎƘŜŜǘ ƻŦ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ƻǳǘƘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴπ

ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  {ƻǳǘƘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ƅȅŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜ ǘƻ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ Dw! ŘƻŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƛƴπ
ǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ Dw! ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
ǘƻ ƅȅŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ  
 
{ƻǳǘƘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŀƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƻǊ ǇǊƛȊŜǎΦ    
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/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ 
²!wa {twLbD{τ/ƘŜǊȅƭ [ŜƛŘȅ 

T 
ƘŜ w²{ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƘŜƭŘ ƛǘǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎǎǘǊŀǾŀƎŀƴȊŀ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ моΦ 
!ǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ рл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ±ƛŜǿ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭϥǎ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ŜƎƎ Ƙǳƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

vǳŀŘǊŀƴƎƭŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ D! IŀƭƭΦ hǾŜǊ мллл ŜƎƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ .ǳƴƴȅ 
ǎŜƴǘ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
ōŀǎƪŜǘ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘƛŜǎΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ w²{ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊϥǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴǎΦ LŦ 
ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƛǇκƳŀƛƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǳƴǝƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǝƳŜΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ 
 
w²{ - .ƭŀƴŎƘŀǊŘ Iŀƭƭ 
/ƘŜǊȅƭ [ŜƛŘȅ ς Dw! 
смор wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ Iǿȅ 
²ŀǊƳ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ D! омуол 

²9{¢τWŀǎƻƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 

W 
Ŝǎǘ Dw! ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ŀǘ /ŀƭƭŀǿŀȅ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Dw! !ƴƴǳŀƭ 

¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ D±w! ²Ŝǎǘ 

vǳŀŘǊŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 

ŦǊŜŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƭƭΦ  

bhw¢I9!{¢τWŜũ !ƭƭŜƴ 

W 
Ŝ ŀǧŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ моΦ 
hƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴƻƴπ
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

ƻƴ ŘƻƻǊ ǇǊƛȊŜǎΣ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŀƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǎκŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴπ
ŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ .ŜǘƘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ {!a ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ wŜƎƛƻƴ нΣ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀũ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŶŎŜǎΦ 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATES 

The House of Representatives and the Senate have both adjourned for the 2017 legislative ses-
sion. Below are some of the bills that were passed through and could potentially affect rehab pro-
fessionals.  

 

¶ Senate Bill 16 has been passed by both the House and the Senate and has been sent to the 
Governor for signage as of April 3, 2017. This bill delineates the ñconditionsò for which an indi-
vidual can use low THC oil for treatment and specifies that any individual using low THC oil for 
treatment of one of these conditions register to be placed on the Low THC Oil Patient Registry 
with the Department of Public Health and be issued a registration card. Touretteôs syndrome 
and Autism spectrum disorder were both added to the list of conditions for which an individual 
can use low THC oil for treatment. Low THC oil possessed by an authorized individual must 
be 20 ounces or less and must be in a pharmaceutical container with a label revealing the per-
centage of tetrahydrocannabinol contained. 

  

¶ The Senate Conference Committee version of House Bill 280 was adopted and the bill has 
been sent to the Governor as of April 5, 2017. The adopted version of this bill permits weap-
ons carry license holders to now carry and possess handguns on post-secondary education 
campuses such as technical schools, colleges and universities. Exemptions include child care 
facilities, student housing, at sporting events, in classrooms that contain high school students 
who are dually enrolled, in offices of faculty or staff or where disciplinary proceedings are tak-
ing place. Anyone carrying a handgun in violation of the specifications set forth in this bill will 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished with a fine.  

 

¶ House Bill 338 was signed by the Governor on April 27, 2017 and will take effect beginning 
July 1, 2017. As written, this bill aimed to address how to improve failing schools in Georgia. 
Beginning July 1, the State Board of Education will be responsible for appointing a Chief Turn-
around Officer to put in place a system of supports to provide assistance to those schools that 
have been identified as low performing. Turnaround coaches will also be appointed with the 
recommendation of the Turnaround Officer. Schools who are ñturnaround eligibleò will be 
those schools that have consistently performed within the lowest 5%of schools within the 
state.  

 

¶ Senate Bill 5 was recommitted in the House on March 30, 2017. This bill proposed to increase 
the amount of funds allocated by the Georgia Lottery to the Lottery for Education Account. 

 

¶ House Bill 343 was passed by both House and Senate and was sent to the Governor on April 
7, 2017. If signed into law by the Governor, this bill will amend the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated to replace the terms ñMental Retardationò and ñMentally Retardedò with ñIntellectual 
Disability.ò All case law decided prior to this amendment will not be affected.  
 

  

*All of the above information was obtained from the Georgia General Assembly website: 
http://www.legis.ga.gov 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/
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Membership Matters! 
 
That is our theme this year for GRA to recruit new members and retain members.  We need to show 
our prospective members and current members that GRA is much more than a chance to attend the an-
nual training conference.  Advocacy, Information, and Networking are all benefits to being a member.   
 
Multiple levels of membership are available as well along with various payment options.   
 
The GRA Membership Committee will be sponsoring a Membership Recruiting Contest for Divisions 
or Local Chapters that recruit the most new members who have joined GRA between the timeframe of 
January 1, 2017 ï August 1, 2017.   
 
A cash award of $100 will be presented at the GRA Conference at Callaway Gardens to the group that 
has reported the most new members. 
 
Please email Jason Williams, GRA Membership Chairperson (Jason.Williams@gvs.ga.gov), your list 
of verified new members by August 1, 2017 to enter the contest.   
 
Local Chapter and Division Presidents are encouraged to reach out to all members, hold regular meet-
ings and trainings and enter their organization in the 2017 Membership Contest.   
 
Please utilize the Membership Application and distribute to prospective members.  Please visit the 
NRA Website (Click HERE) for more information on joining as well:   
 
We will be asking members to contact their local chapter presidents (please see list below) to update 
their contact information soon and hope this will allow us to engage all members and keep everyone 
informed of what is happening in the association: 
 

GRA Membership 

Chapter/Division President Email Address 

D!w[ Wŀǎƻƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ WŀǎƻƴΦ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎϪƎǾǎΦƎŀΦƎƻǾ 

D!aw/ YŀǘŀǾƛŀ {ƭƻŀƴ YŀǘŀǾƛŀΦ{ƭƻŀƴϪƎǾǎΦƎŀΦƎƻǾ 

Dw/9! LƴƎŜǊ bŜŀƭ LƴƎŜǊΦbŜŀƭϪƎǾǎΦƎŀΦƎƻǾ 

!w¢{ tŀǘǎȅ aƻǊǊƛǎ tƎƳƻǊǊƛǎмфрпϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 

a9¢wh !¢[!b¢! aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ aƧƻƘƴǎƻƴϪƎƛƴƎΦƻǊƎ 

ILDI[!b5{ !ǎƘƛŀ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ !ǿŀƭƪŜǊϪƎƛƴƎΦƻǊƎ 

9!{¢ YŜǊǊȅ ¢ǊŀŎŜȅ YǘǊŀŎŜȅϪƎƛƴƎΦƻǊƎ 

{h¦¢I bƛŎƪȅ [ŀƳō bƛŎƪȅΦ[ŀƳōϪƎǾǎΦƎŀΦƎƻǾ  

²!wa {twLbD{ /ƘŜǊȅƭ [ŜƛŘȅ /ƘŜǊȅƭΦ[ŜƛŘȅϪƎǾǎΦƎŀΦƎƻǾ 

²9{¢ Wŀǎƻƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ WŀǎƻƴΦ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎϪƎǾǎΦƎŀΦƎƻǾ 

bhw¢I9!{¢ WŜũ !ƭƭŜƴ 
 

WŜũΦ!ƭƭŜƴϪƎǾǎΦƎŀΦƎƻǾ 

mailto:jason.williams@gvs.ga.gov
https://www.nationalrehab.org/Public/Membership/Join_Benefits/Public/Membership/NRA_Benefits.aspx?hkey=f7a5c82c-8912-4d14-9e75-04b8fa2abee8
mailto:Jason.Williams@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Katavia.Sloan@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Inger.Neal@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Pgmorris1954@outlook.com
mailto:Mjohnson@ging.org
mailto:Awalker@ging.org
mailto:Ktracey@ging.org
mailto:Nicky.lamb@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:Cheryl.Leidy@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Jason.Williams@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Jeff.Allen@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
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You can also access the NRA/GRA Membership Application Form by clicking here. 


