
  

 

S 
ummer greetings fellow GRA members! 
 

First, I wish to extend a warm “Hello” and do hope that you are all doing well. It is 
with great excitement that I assume the role of GRA President for a second term 

this year. As I begin my term, I would like to begin by reminding you all that "The Georgia 
Rehabilitation Association (GRA) is a membership organization whose mission is to improve 
the quality of life for individuals with disabilities through education and advocacy.” As such, 
being a member does not simply mean you pay your dues and attend the conference, it 

truly means that you are an “active” member and participate throughout the year in GRA activities. You engage 
with your fellow members, you network, and you serve.  
 
Take a minute to think back to the reasons as to why you initially joined GRA. Think back to the passion and the 
desire to make a difference. If it has been so long that you need a jump start, then I encourage you to attend this 
year’s annual GRA Conference being held in the beautiful Callaway Gardens.  
 
Our theme this year is “People, Purpose, Passion.” The event itself will be held at the Callaway Lodge and Spa, 
September 6th thru 8th. We hope to see you all there as “active” participants with a passion for rehabilitation!  
 
If you have any questions or would like assist with the conference please contact our Vice President, Dana Skelton
-Sanders at Dana.Skelton-Sanders@gvs.ga.gov or by phone at 706-244-0988. 
 
Back in 2012, I shared this when I was President and would like to share again. It is from Alice and Wonderland. 
 
 “One day Alice came to a fork in the road and saw a 
Cheshire cat in a tree.  
  ‘Which road do I take?’ she stated. 
  ‘Where do you want to go?’ was his response. 
  ‘I don’t know’ Alice answered. 
  ‘ Then’ said the cat, ‘it doesn’t matter.’ “ 
 
I encourage you all to find your passion and know your pur-
pose. Know your path and why you are traveling on it. Believe 
in what you do and put your heart into it. Be an “active voice” 
for yourself, for those you serve, and for GRA!  
 
Here’s to a wonderful year! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Jennifer Howell 
2017 GRA President 
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Division Reports 
GARL: Georgia Association of Rehabilitation Leadership 

P 
lease review the Leadership Award and Continuing Educa-
tion Grant Criteria included in the GRA Newsletter and make 
a nomination.  Also, please remember to support our Auc-

tion, that will once again be held during the President’s Reception 
in a Silent Auction Format at the GRA Conference.  If you have any 
items to donate, please bring them to the Conference and Auction 
or contact Jason Williams or Gigi Taylor to arrange for pick up. 

GAMRC: Georgia Association of Multicultural Rehabilitation Concerns 

G 
reetings from GAMRC! 
 
NAMRC 24th Annual Training Conference July 26-29, 2017, 

Dallas TX. "Contemporary Pioneers: Practicing Excellence in Cultural 

Inclusion".    GAMRC remains GRAs expert on multicultural issues in 

rehabilitation counseling including advocacy and cultural competen-

cy for rehab professionals.  Email questions or requests for training 

to gamrc4u@gmail.com. 

GRCEA: Georgia Rehabilitation Counselors and Educators Association 

W 
e had a brief meeting after the May meeting to discuss 
plans for the upcoming pre-conference conducted by 
Dr. James Martin on Tuesday, Sept. 5 from 1:30 to 5 pm.  

We submitted our ad for the conference program. GRCEA will also 
have a phone conference on Aug. 21 at 9:30 AM. Topics to discuss 
are membership recruitment, promoting the pre-conference and 
GRCEA Award nominations.  Members also donated items for the 
GARL Silent Auction.  

mailto:gamrc4u@gmail.com
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Chapter Reports 
HIGHLANDS—Ashia Walker 

H 
ighlands Chapter will have a meeting to discuss the conference and will bring the 10 door 
prizes that were requested.   

SOUTH—Nicky Lamb 

M 
eeting held on June 29.  Ideas on how to increase membership: Breakfast and learn (some 
type of training), flyers (Nicky developing and will get approved by GRA). 
 

Chapter treasury has $2,773.55.  We have had one expenditure since the first of the year.  It is the 
purchase of rental for the building for the South Quadrant Team Day. 
 
Special Project:  Cheryl Braswell presented a special project for the local chapter and to present to 
the GRA board for assistance as well.  Chance Veazey was in an accident in 2009.  Chance has a T8/9 
spinal injury from an accident involving a scooter and car.  He finished school after his accident and is 
now starting his own business.  He is buying his first home that will need modification for his bath-
room and his ramp.   
 
A motion was made by Cheryl Braswell to assist Chance with a $500 contribution from the local chap-
ter.  Pam Eaton seconded the motion.  All was in favor.  Motion Carried.  
 
Conference:  Nicky reminded everyone we need donations for the conference bags, 10 door prizes 
per chapter, $1000 in ads/exhibits.   John Cheek stated he would check with Georgia Southern re-
garding bag items. South Chapter also bought a ½ page ad for the conference program.   
 
Nicky told everyone about the Southern Hospitality theme for the South Chapter. We will need dona-
tions and will have a corn hole game as well. 
 
Next meeting will be held on August 29, 2017.   Location TBD later.  Nicky will have the conference 
call line up and operational by that time.  

WEST—Jason Williams 

T 
he West Chapter plans to support the GRA Conference with donation of door prizes and the 

purchase of an advertisement.   

NORTHEAST—Jeff Allen 

W 
e recruited several new members for out chapter and will be sending that information to 
Ellen. NorthEast Chapter will also be selling 50/50 Opportunity Tickets at the conference. 
The chapter will also be having a conference call sometime before the annual conference 

to finalize plans. Members also donated items for the GARL Silent Auction. 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATES - JULY 2017 

Governor Deal has now signed bills passed through by The House of Representatives and 
the Senate in the most recent legislative session and many of them are in effect as of July 1, 
2017. Below are some of the bills that were signed and could potentially affect rehab profes-
sionals.  

 

 Senate Bill 16 was signed by the governor as Act 229 and took effect July 1, 2017. Now, 
in order for an individual to be able to use low THC oil as treatment, the individual must 
meet certain pre-defined conditions. Additionally, the individual will be placed on the Low 
THC Oil Patient Registry with the Department of Public Health and be issued a registration 
card. Tourette’s Syndrome and Autism spectrum disorder were both added to the list of 
conditions for which an individual can use low THC oil for treatment. Low THC oil pos-
sessed by an authorized individual must be 20 ounces or less and must be in a pharma-
ceutical container with a label revealing the percentage of tetrahydrocannabinol contained. 

 

 House Bill 280 was signed by the governor as Act 167. As of July 1, 2017, weapons carry 
license holders are now permitted to carry and possess handguns on post-secondary edu-
cation campuses such as technical schools, colleges and universities. Exemptions include 
child care facilities, student housing, at sporting events, in classrooms that contain high 
school students who are dually enrolled, in offices of faculty or staff or where disciplinary 
proceedings are taking place. Anyone carrying a handgun in violation of the specifications 
set forth in Act 167 will be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished with a fine.  

 

 House Bill 338, now known as Act 27, took effect on July 1, 2017 and addresses how to 
improve failing schools in Georgia. The State Board of Education will be responsible for 
appointing a Chief Turnaround Officer to put in place a system of supports to provide as-
sistance to those schools that have been identified as low performing. Turnaround coach-
es will also be appointed with the recommendation of the Turnaround Officer. Schools 
who are “turnaround eligible” will be those schools that have consistently performed within 
the lowest 5%of schools within the state.  

 

 House Bill 343, or Act 189, was signed by the Governor and took effect July 1, 2017. The 
terms “Mental Retardation” and “Mentally Retarded” found in the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated have been replaced with the term “Intellectual Disability.” All case law decided 
prior to this amendment was not affected.  
 

  
*All of the above information was obtained from the Georgia General Assembly website: 
http://www.legis.ga.gov. 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/
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Membership Matters! 
 
That is our theme this year for GRA to recruit new members and retain members.   We need to show 
our prospective members and current members that GRA is much more than a chance to attend the an-
nual training conference.  Advocacy, Information, and Networking are all benefits to being a member.   
 
Multiple levels of membership are available as well along with various payment options.   
 
The GRA Membership Committee will be sponsoring a Membership Recruiting Contest for Divisions 
or Local Chapters that recruit the most new members who have joined GRA between the timeframe of 
January 1, 2017 – August 1, 2017.   
 
A cash award of $100 will be presented at the GRA Conference at Callaway Gardens to the group that 
has reported the most new members. 
 
Please email Jason Williams, GRA Membership Chairperson (Jason.Williams@gvs.ga.gov), your list 
of verified new members by August 1, 2017 to enter the contest.   
 
Local Chapter and Division Presidents are encouraged to reach out to all members, hold regular meet-
ings and trainings and enter their organization in the 2017 Membership Contest.   
 
Please utilize the Membership Application and distribute to prospective members.  Please visit the 
NRA Website (Click HERE) for more information on joining as well:   
 
We will be asking members to contact their local chapter presidents (please see list below) to update 
their contact information soon and hope this will allow us to engage all members and keep everyone 
informed of what is happening in the association: 
 

GRA Membership 

Chapter/Division President Email Address 

GARL Jason Williams Jason.Williams@gvs.ga.gov 

GAMRC Katavia Sloan Katavia.Sloan@gvs.ga.gov 

GRCEA Inger Neal Inger.Neal@gvs.ga.gov 

ARTS Patsy Morris Pgmorris1954@outlook.com 

METRO ATLANTA Margaret Johnson Mjohnson@ging.org 

HIGHLANDS Ashia Walker Awalker@ging.org 

EAST Kerry Tracey Ktracey@ging.org 

SOUTH Nicky Lamb Nicky.Lamb@gvs.ga.gov  

WARM SPRINGS Cheryl Leidy Cheryl.Leidy@gvs.ga.gov 

WEST Jason Williams Jason.Williams@gvs.ga.gov 

NORTHEAST Jeff Allen Jeff.Allen@gvs.ga.gov 

mailto:jason.williams@gvs.ga.gov
https://www.nationalrehab.org/Public/Membership/Join_Benefits/Public/Membership/NRA_Benefits.aspx?hkey=f7a5c82c-8912-4d14-9e75-04b8fa2abee8
mailto:Jason.Williams@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Katavia.Sloan@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Inger.Neal@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Pgmorris1954@outlook.com
mailto:Mjohnson@ging.org
mailto:Awalker@ging.org
mailto:Ktracey@ging.org
mailto:Nicky.lamb@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:Cheryl.Leidy@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Jason.Williams@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Jeff.Allen@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
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You can also access the NRA/GRA Membership Application Form by clicking here. 

https://www.nationalrehab.org/Public/Membership/Join_Benefits/Public/Membership/NRA_Benefits.aspx?hkey=f7a5c82c-8912-4d14-9e75-04b8fa2abee8
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Georgia Rehabilitation Association 
AN AFFILIATE OF THE NATIONAL REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION 

 
Presents 

 

Annual Training Conference 

September 6-8, 2017 
 

     

Callaway Gardens 

17800 US Hwy 27 

Pine Mountain, GA 31822 

800.852.3810  
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News from GRA Conference Committee 

We would like to encourage any current GRA/NRA member or any prospective GRA/
NRA member to try to renew online with the NRA website. We are being told this helps 

expedite the process and reduces confusion for the NRA office as well as for GRA 
Membership committee. We are able to confirm memberships in one to two days rather 
than 4-6 weeks (when done via regular postal service). If you have any questions, please 

contact Jason Williams at jason.williams@gvs.ga.gov. 

Membership Committee News 

We would like for each chapter to start asking vendors for donations to place in the con-
ference bags. We are expecting about 300 attendees. For more information, please con-
tact Nicky Lamb at nicky.lamb@gvs.ga.gov. The expectation are that each Chapter or 

Division will need to provide items indigenous to their areas.   
 

The RWS Chapter is happy to assist in this year's conference preparations. If anyone 
needs to ship/mail items to us for holding until conference time, please use the follow-

ing address: 
 

RWS - Blanchard Hall 
Cheryl Leidy – GRA 
6135 Roosevelt Hwy 

Warm Springs GA 31830 

Registration Bags Committee News 

The Accessibility Committee will request the program outline from the Program Com-
mittee to begin developing the DropBox.  Also, the Committee is seeking two additional 
committee members to assist with development, implementation, and marketing of the 

DropBox.  Interested persons should email michelltemple@yahoo.com  

Accessibility Committee News 

Please contact Cheryl Meadows Ussery at cheryl@sharecoastalga.comcastbiz.net if you 
are interested in becoming a facilitator for this year's conference.  

Facilitators Needed 

Please contact Keita Alston at keita.alston@gvs.ga.gov if you are interested in becoming 
a volunteer with the Registration Committee at the conference.  

Registration Committee Volunteers Needed 

mailto:jason.williams@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:Nicky.lamb@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:michelltemple@yahoo.com
mailto:cheryl@sharecoastalga.comcastbiz.net
mailto:keita.alston@gvs.ga.gov


12 

 

 

Door Prizes Needed! 

Attention all GRA Division and Chapter Presidents, and State 
Officers: 

As in years’ past, we depend on everyone to gather door prizes 
to bring to the Annual GRA Conference. Division and Chapter 

Presidents, and GRA Officers are asked to please obtain at 
least 10 door prizes each and bring them to the Annual GRA 

Conference in Callaway Gardens. Individual members are also 
welcome to gather door prizes to contribute!  

Door prizes can be anything from gift cards, small baskets of 
assorted items, tickets to events, individual items such as jew-
elry, books, candles, scarves, etc. Also, please wrap or gift bag 

each item. 

These donations are used for the door prizes given at the end 
of concurrent training sessions during each day of the confer-

ence. Larger prizes can be used to give away following the 
conference closing ceremony.  

 

Thanks so much for your continued support!  

 

For questions, please contact Angie Rhudy at 
arhudy@unum.com 
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The Georgia Association of Rehabilitation Leadership 

(GARL) 
 

Needs You! 
 

Clean Your Attics, Make and Bring Stuff! 
 

Donate Now to the GARL 2017 Auction*! 
 
 

Call Gigi Taylor at 404-796-1991 for pick up in the Atlanta Metro Area 
 

Or 
 

Bring items when you come to the 2017 GRA Conference at Callaway Gardens in Pine 
Mountain, GA: 

 
           

 

 
 

We would appreciate any of these or other items for donation!! 

 
The Auction will take place in the same room as the President’s Reception and will be 

in a Silent Auction Format. 

 
 
 
 

*All proceeds from the Auction support continuing education scholarships for rehabilitation professionals. 

  

 Art  Goodie Bags 

 Athletic Event Tickets  Household Items 

 Calligraphy  Jewelry 

 Clothes  Music 

 Collectibles  Plants 

 Crafts  Wine 

2017 GARL Auction 
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GRA Fundraiser 

GRA will be sponsoring a fundraiser for a 
32GB iPad mini 2.   

 
Cost of tickets are as follows: 

 
1 ticket for $5 

3 tickets for $10  
10 tickets for $20  

 
For more information on purchasing tickets, 

please contact committee chair Ashia Walker at 
awalker@ging.org.  

 
Tickets will also be sold during the conference. 

mailto:awalker@ging.org
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Dana Skelton-Sanders - President-Elect 
 

Hi!  I am Dana Skelton-Sanders.  I am running for President of GRA.  I 
am a certified rehabilitation counselor. Currently, I am the Director of 
Advocacy and Compliance and report to the State Rehabilitation Coun-
cil.  As a former Vocational Rehabilitation client 1989-1993 with a 
Traumatic Brain Injury, over 20 years in Human Services and an em-
ployee of the State of Georgia, I am an advocate for those like myself, 
to aid them to learn skills to become productive, goal oriented, and suc-
cessful.     
 
I graduated the University of Ga. in 1993 with a degree in Marketing, 

Education and a teaching certificate.  I completed a Master’s Program in 2006 with The University of 
Kentucky in Rehabilitation Counseling.    Currently, I am completing term as Vice President of Georgia 
Rehabilitation Association.   

   

I have received several honors from my VR career: 

 

2005: Vocational Rehabilitation, – Regional Team Spirit Award 

2007-2011: Elected Board Member   

2009: National Tom Stewart Memorial Scholarship Award – National Rehabilitation Association 

2010: Georgia Rehabilitation Association - Continue Education Grant – Recipient 

2011: Georgia Counselor of the Year – Georgia Rehabilitation Association  

2011: Highlighted Speaker on Traumatic Brain Injury for Roosevelt Warm Springs Institute 

2012: Speaker for the National Rehabilitation Association- Chicago. IL  

2012: Counseling Achievement award – Georgia Rehabilitation Association  

2012 -2016: Georgia Rehabilitation Educators and Counselors Association/President 

2013 -2016: Appointed Member of State Rehabilitation Counsel by the Governor 

2014: Counseling Achievement Award – Georgia Rehabilitation Association    

2014: GRA Scholarship “Tom Wilson Takes you to Washington, DC 2015” –GRA. 

2016 : SERNRA Rehabilitation Counselor Educators Association – President  

 

A Member of GRA since 2005, I have served in several positions within GRA and love to be a part of 
this GReAt Family. 

 

In her spare time, I serve at the Co-President of the Jr. Woman’s Club of Toccoa.   

 

I am married to Brant Sanders.  We have a daughter and son-in-law, Mak and Danielle McAllister and a 
Granddaughter Aubrey Lew McAllister.   

   

I would be honored to serve as your President of Georgia Rehabilitation Association.    

 
 

CANDIDATE BIOS 
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Keita Alston - Vice President-Elect 
 

I’m Keita Alston and I’m running for Vice President-elect.  
As a member of this Association, I have gained a lot of ex-
perience and am still growing and learning.  I have met a 
lot of people along the way and hope that the relationships 
I’ve made will last a lifetime. The members here are more 
than that...they’re family.  And I treat family with the ut-
most dignity and respect. I have been an active member of 
GRA since 2011 serving as a board member, secretary and 
co-chairs of numerous committees.  My work ethic is very 
good and I like to work with people who want to work to-
wards a common goal.  As Maya Angelou once said, 

“Nothing will work unless you do”. 
 
I appreciate your vote and look forward to many more opportunists and experiences 
with this GReAt Association! 
 
 

 
Nicky Lamb - Secretary  
 

Hello! My name is Nicky Lamb.  I am running for Secretary 

for the GRA Board.  I have been a member of NRA/GRA 

since 2016.   In such a short amount of time with GRA, I 

have already experienced a tremendous amount of profes-

sional and personal growth.  I have learned to try new things 

and have met some of the most amazing people.   It is so re-

warding to be able to be a part of an organization that helps 

so many people.   I am the current President of the GRA 

South Chapter and the President Elect of ARTS Division.  I am looking forward to an 

exciting future with such an inspiring organization.  
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LaToya Bivins 
 

LaToya currently serves as the Treasurer for the Highlands Chapter of 
GRA. Her responsibilities include   administering or managing the financial 
assets, disbursement of funds, and preparing financial reports. Ms. Bivins 
has held this position since her inception into GRA of August 2015. She is 
employed as the Capabilities and Development Team Lead in the Canton 
VR office serving Cherokee County, which is where she resides. Her re-
sponsibilities include motivating and inspiring team members to meet indi-
vidual and agency goals, assisting in solving problems for the best interest 
of clients, and developing constructive and cooperative working relation-
ships with others. 
 
LaToya calls herself a “military brat” since she traveled all of her child-
hood. Her father served in the U.S. Navy and the family relocated to each 

place her father was stationed. Since her parents are originally from Macon, GA, she considers the middle 
Georgia area her home. Her educational achievements include: Bachelor of Arts in Theatre and English from 
Georgia Southern University; a Master of Science in Clinical Rehabilitation Counseling from Mercer Univer-
sity; and holds a national certification in Nonprofit Management and Leadership from Kennesaw State Univer-
sity. After receiving her Master’s degree, in August 2015 she began working for GVRA as a rehabilitation 
counselor serving the North Fulton county schools, general population in Cherokee county, and as the desig-
nated T.E.A.M. 26 counselor in the Canton unit serving the veteran’s population.  
 
As an advocate, last February (2016) LaToya attended “GRA Day at the Capitol” in Atlanta, which presented 
her the opportunity to meet with local legislators on behalf of Georgians with disabilities. This past March, 
LaToya was awarded the “Tom Wilson Takes You To Washington” scholarship which afforded her the oppor-
tunity to attend the National Rehabilitation Association Governmental Affairs Summit in Washington D.C.  
She diligently worked with her colleagues to meet with legislators to discuss state, local, and national issues 
which effect persons with disabilities. LaToya is excited to continue her service on a local, state, and national 
front. 

Pam Eaton 
 

Hello, my name is Pamela Eaton. I am running for Board Member at 
large for the GRA Board. I have been a member of NRA/GRA since 
becoming employed with Vocational Rehabilitation in 2008.  I have 
served in many different capacities including my current position as 
the GRA Treasurer.   I have been the president of ARTS Division, as 
well as a board member.  I am the current Vice President of the South 
Chapter.   I have experienced so much personal growth in leadership 
since joining GRA in 2008.  I believe in helping people with disabili-
ties and I support all that GRA does to positively impact the lives of 
people with disabilities.   I have gained so much professional and per-
sonal growth being a part of such a wonderful and purposeful organi-
zation.  I look forward to many more exceptional experiences and 
lifelong friendships in the many years ahead with GRA.   

 
 
 

CANDIDATE BIOS:  
BOARD MEMBERS AT-LARGE 
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Kathryn Edger 
 

My name is Kathryn Edger and I graduated with an undergraduate de-
gree in Psychology from Mercer University then went on to pursue a 
Master’s degree in Rehabilitation Counseling from The University of 
Alabama. After becoming a CRC, I worked for two years as a transition 
counselor with GVRA prior to taking a position as a Victim Services 
Specialist with the non-profit organization Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD). In my current position with MADD, I work with in-
dividuals who have been injured or have lost a loved one in an impaired 
driving crash. I currently serve as the Chair for the Marketing and Pub-
lic Relations Committee with GRA and would love the opportunity to 
further my involvement with the organization by becoming a Board 
Member at Large. If elected, I will strive to help grow the presence and 

reputation of GRA and create more unique and innovative opportunities for its members. 
 

 

Raj Pagadala 
 

Raj Pagadala has over 25 years of experience in the field of rehabilita-
tion engineering and assistive technology.   
 
Raj has previously served as an elected member-at-large on the GRA 
Board (2012-2015) and is currently serving as a presidential appointee 
on the GRA Board (2016-2017). 
   
Raj has served three years on the GRA executive committee and two 
years on its finance committee.   He has also been actively involved 
with GRA as a long-term conference committee member, event photog-

rapher and newsletter editor. 
 
Raj also serves on the board of Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology Association 
(RESNA – 2014 to 2017) where his responsibilities included being a member of the executive and 
finance committees, chairs of the special interest groups and professional specialty groups and the 
vice-chair of the RESNA 2017 conference.   Additionally Raj has serviced on the board of National 
Mobility Equipment Dealers Association (NMEDA) from 2013-2015.   
  
Raj has a Master of Science degree in Biomedical Engineering from Louisiana Tech University and 
is a RESNA certified assistive technology practitioner (ATP) and rehabilitation engineering technol-
ogist (RET.) He has also earned his certified ergonomic assessments specialist (CEAS II) credential-
ing through the Back School of Atlanta.   
 
Raj believes that his past experiences with GRA and other professional organizations have prepared 

him to contribute to GRA effectively and he seeks your support in serving GRA as a Board Member-

at-Large.   

CANDIDATE BIOS:  
BOARD MEMBERS AT-LARGE 



19 

 

GRA BALLOT 
2017 Election 

 

 PRESIDENT-ELECT VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT  

 (Check one)  (Check one)  

 ______ Dana Skelton-Sanders  ______ Keita Alston  

 ______ Name of Candidate ______ Name of Candidate  

 _______________________ _______________________ 

  (Write-in)  (Write-in)  

 

  SECRETARY 

 ______ Nicky Lamb 

 ______ Name of Candidate 

 _______________________  

  (Write-in)   

 

BOARD MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 

The Board Members section of the ballot will be invalid unless four (4) names are marked for vote as 

stated in the Manual of Operations.  

 ______ LaToya Bivins ______ Kathryn Edger 

 ______ Pam Eaton ______ Raj Pagadala 

 

 
 

 

 

PLEASE MAIL TO: Ellen Longino, 697 Stratford Green, Avondale Estates GA 30002-1361 by Sept. 1.
  

VOTER'S NAME:______________________________________________________________  

NRA Membership Number: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________(Write-in)   
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2017 GRA CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 
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2017 GRA PRE-CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 

 

GRCEA: Georgia Rehabilitation Counselors and Educators Association 
2017 Annual GRA Pre-Conference Training Event  

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 
Callaway Gardens, Pine Mountain, GA   

 
“Professional Ethics for the Rehabilitation Professional”  

Dr. James Martin  
 

 
12:30 pm – 1:00 pm Registration 
 
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm – Professional Ethics  
 
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm – Break 
 
3:30 pm – 5:00 pm – More Ethical Concerns for CRC’s 
 
3.5 CRC/CEU credits will be requested  
 
Bring a copy of CRCC Code of Ethics to this session 
 
NOTE: You do NOT have to be a member of NRA or GRA in order to attend and receive credits  
Registration fee for this event is not included in the main GRA Conference Registration Fee 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Job Title: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Telephone:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Accommodations Needed (Indicate Alternate Format, Interpreter, etc.) Deadline for Request is 
8/1/2017: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Registration Fee:   $50  Registration Deadline:  8/31/2017 (limited registrations the day of event) 
Discounted registration – GRCEA members $30 
 
Send registration to:   
Keita Alston, GRCEA Treasurer 
100 Colony Park Drive, Suite 204 

Cumming, GA 30040 

Email: georgiarehabcalendar@gmail.com 

Phone 770-781-6781 

 
Make Checks Payable to:    GRCEA Total Enclosed: $__________________ 

mailto:georgiarehabcalendar@gmail.com
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2017 GRA Conference 
Ads & Exhibits Form 
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GEORGIA ASSOCIATION OF REHABILITATION 
LEADERSHIP (GARL) AWARD 

 
 

J. ELLIES MORAN OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AWARD  
 

GARL is seeking your nominations for our “J. Ellies Moran Outstanding Leadership 
Award”. We have had many dynamic individuals win in the past, i.e., Tom Gaines, 
Yvonne Johnson, Peggy Rosser, David Bennett, Sandy Payne, Don Williams, Elizabeth 
Kinne, Ava Scearce, Ann Heeth, Melanie Poole, Dr. John Williams, Trish Cooper, Cyn-
thia Woodruff, Charlotte Tolbert, Susan Sherman, Carl McRae, Catherine Andrews, An-
nette McCauley, Ken Hise, Karen Royston and Twyla Crump!  The nominee does not 
have to be a GARL member. We are looking for individuals who have demonstrated 
outstanding leadership qualities during the past year. Think about someone who has 
proven to be a leader in planning and/or implementation, in ethical decision-making 
and/or in conflict resolution.  
 

Leadership is exemplified by a clear sense of purpose, persistence, ability to attract 
and energize others, being results-oriented, and displaying resourcefulness & resili-
ence. Think about what it takes to be a successful leader in the team environment of 
today: building up others, leading by example, a team player as well as the leader, 

possessing empathy, is accessible & accountable, has humility, & cultivates the poten-
tial in each team member. 

 
We look forward to reading about the nominees!  
 
Please send all nominations along with three letters of support for each nominee to: 
 

Jason Williams 
Attention:  GARL Leadership Award Nominations 

1220 Hogansville Road 
Suite #400 

LaGrange, GA 30241 
Jason.Williams@gvs.ga.gov or  

georgiarehabawards@gmail.com 
 
 

Deadline for Nominations:  August 1, 2017  

GRA Conference Awards 

mailto:Jason.Williams@gvra.ga.gov
mailto:georgiarehabawards@gmail.com
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2017 GARL Continuing Education Grant 
Criteria 

 
The Georgia Association of Rehabilitation Leadership (GARL) will present a Continu-
ing Education Grant of up to $250 to an individual who is employed in the field of voca-
tional rehabilitation in Georgia. This assistance must be utilized for continuing educa-
tion as part of their professional development such as in completion of coursework or 
training.  The continuing education must be directly associated with their work in voca-
tional rehabilitation (Counseling, Assessment and Evaluation , Assistive Work Technol-
ogy, Case Management, Job Placement, and Job Readiness/Employment Skills Train-
ing) or in a field that supports rehabilitation professionals (Clerical, Finance, Human 
Resources, Management, Public Relations, and Training).   
 
Each applicant must agree that they will utilize the funds within 12 months from receiv-
ing the grant.  The grant will be awarded at the 2017 GRA Annual Training Conference 
in Pine Mountain.   
 
Applicants or their managers may submit a nomination of one page or less describing 
the proposed course of study or training, how it relates to their role in vocational reha-
bilitation, their future plans and how they will utilize the funds in pursuing these plans 
as they advance in their career.   

 
Deadline for Nominations: August 1, 2017 

 
Please send all nominations to: 

Jason Williams 
Attention:  GARL Continuing Education Grant 

1220 Hogansville Road, Suite #400 
LaGrange, GA 30241 

Jason.Williams@gvs.ga.gov or  
georgiarehabawards@gmail.com 

mailto:Jason.Williams@gvra.ga.gov
mailto:georgiarehabawards@gmail.com


27 

 

 

NANCY CROWDER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

 

The purpose of the Georgia Rehabilitation Association's scholarship program is to provide recognition 

by offering scholarship assistance to an individual with a disability who demonstrates outstanding aca-

demic achievement, community involvement, and school participation.  

 

Nominations for the NANCY CROWDER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD are submitted by 

Chapter members to the Scholarship Committee who select a prospective winner and submit their rec-

ommendation to the Board for approval.  

 

The scholarship is awarded annually in the amount of $1000 to be presented at the Annual Conference 

Awards Ceremony. This year, due to a generous donation from the family of Nancy Crowder, GRA 

will be able to award two (2) $1250 grants.  The winner's travel costs to attend the Awards Cere-

mony are funded in coordination with the Awards and Recognitions Committee as outlined in the Man-

ual of Operations (Section IV, Awards and Recognitions, g, NOTE).  

 

The name of the NANCY CROWDER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD winner will be sub-

mitted to the Southeast Region NRA Scholarship Committee Chairperson as the Georgia Chapter's 

nominee for the SERNRA Scholarship.  

 

NOTE: Purpose, criteria, application process, and entry forms for the SERNRA Scholarship can 

be found on pages 10 - 13 of Appendix B.  

 

NOMINATION PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA:  

1. Nominations for the NANCY CROWDER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD will be called 

for by the Scholarship Committee and will be submitted by Chapter members to the Chairperson.  

2. Each nominee must be a person with a disability. 

3. Each nominee must be a resident of the state of Georgia.  

4. Each nominee must be accepted into a post secondary educational program.  

5. Nominations should be submitted on the Entry Form for the Nancy Crowder Memorial Scholarship. 

Applications must be postmarked, emailed or scanned no later than COB August 1, 2017 to: 

Shelley Kraft 

c/o GVRA/VR Program 

3586 Riverside Drive 

Suite B 

Macon, GA 31210 

shelley.kraft@gvs.ga.gov or  

georgiarehabawards@gmail.com 

Work # 404-780-6961  

mailto:shelley.kraft@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:georgiarehabawards@gmail.com
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ENTRY FORM 

For the NANCY CROWDER MEMORIAL Scholarship 

Please print or type all responses to the following questions.  

 

       

 

  

           City State  Zip  

Definition of DISABILITY. A physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or 

more of the major life activities of an individual  

Describe the nominee's disability (Include specific limitations; how & when impairment was acquired, etc.): 

 

Home Address:   

 

 

High School Name & 

Address: 

  

 

 

 

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominee’s Name: 
  

SSN: 
  

Phone: 
  

Birthdate: 
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Discuss how the nominee has overcome societal barriers related to his/her disability:  

 

Discuss difficulties nominee has encountered in working to surmount his/her disability:  

Education (please list all institutions attended and dates attended):  

 

Explain how nominee has overcome barriers in the educational environment, if any: 
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List nominee's accomplishments in school: 

 

List nominee's extracurricular activities: 

List nominee's community activities: 

List nominee's other accomplishments not already covered in previous questions:  
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AWARDS DEADLINE  

AWARDS MUST BE POSTMARKED, EMAILED OR SCANNED BY COB  

AUGUST 1, 2017 

Shelley Kraft, c/o GVRA/VR Program 

3586 Riverside Drive, Suite B, Macon, GA 31210 

shelley.kraft@gvs.ga.gov or georgiarehabawards@gmail.com 

Work # 404-780-6961  

THE ISAAC MAX HELLER EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 

This award was established to honor employers who have provided excellent services to citizens with disabili-
ties by providing them with employment. Considerations, criteria, and procedures for nominations: 
1. How long has this employer been cooperating with rehabilitation service providers and employing persons 
with disabilities? 
2. How many persons with disabilities has this employer hired? 

3. What is the total number of all employees in this establishment? 

4. Is the employer using as many persons with disabilities as is feasible for his/her operation? 

5. Has this employer provided reasonable accommodations for employees with disabilities? 

6. Is this employer’s business and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? 

7. Has this employer been instrumental in advocating for the employment of persons with disabilities? 
Does this employer inform rehabilitation service providers about employment possibilities that might be filled 
by persons with disabilities? 
Letters of nomination should be one typed page or less. 
 

THE SERVICE AWARD 
 

This award is specially oriented toward honoring an individual for outstanding contribution(s) to the field of 
rehabilitation. The recipient does not have to be a member of the Georgia Rehabilitation Association and cannot 
be an employee of the Division of Rehabilitation Services. Consideration, criteria, and procedures for nomina-
tions: 
1. What has the individual contributed towards advancement of the field of rehabilitation? 

2. What special recognition or awards has the Nominee received? 
Itemize articles or writings in professional publications. 
One supporting letter should accompany the letter of nomination. 
 

THE PROFESSIONAL ACHEIVEMENT AWARD 
 

This award was established to honor a chapter member who has been outstanding in professional achievement 
during the past year. The recipient must be a member of the Georgia Rehabilitation Association. Nomination 
procedures and criteria: 
1. List outstanding achievements of the Nominee with particular emphasis on services to clients. 

2. Describe the nominee’s cooperation with related agencies and use of community resources. 

3. List special recognition by peer groups, community organizations, etc. 
Itemize articles or other items published in professional publications. 
Two supporting letters (one from a supervisor and one from a peer) should accompany letter of nomination. 
 

GRA CHAPTER OF THE YEAR/GRA DIVISION OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 

The purpose of this award is to honor a Local Chapter and Division for their unique and diverse achievements, 
innovative ideas, and dedicated service on behalf of persons with disabilities and local chapter members.  
 

Nominations for the Local Chapter of the Year Award and Division of the Year Award shall consist of the Local 
Chapter year-end reports, for the prior calendar year, required to be submitted to the GRA Board of Directors 
through the Finance Committee Chairperson. Local Chapters may also submit to the Awards and Recognitions 
Committee additional letters of support, newspaper articles, pictures or other supporting information, to be in-
cluded and considered along with the year-end report nominations packet. 
 

The Awards and Recognition Committee shall obtain copies of such year-end reports to serve as nomination 
packets for the award. 

mailto:shelley.kraft@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:georgiarehabawards@gmail.com
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2017 GRCEA AWARDS 
 

Please review the following information on the GRA’s Personal Achievement 
Award and Counseling Achievement Award as well as the Georgia Rehabilitation 
Counselors and Educators Association’s (GRCEA) Counselor of the Year Award.  
Then, take the time to nominate your fellow co-workers and/or colleagues so they 
may be honored for their exceptional work. 
 
*GRA Personal Achievement Award 
Established to recognize and honor a client of rehabilitation services who has 
demonstrated exceptional determination and motivation to overcome substantial 
impediments to employment resulting from a severe disability, and who has suc-
cessfully completed a rehabilitation program and become gainfully employed dur-
ing the 2013 calendar year.   
 
*GRA Counseling Achievement Award 
Established to recognize the dedication and hard work of the GRA member who 
served as the vocational rehabilitation counselor responsible for developing and 
implementing the work plan of the recipient of the Personal Achievement Award, 
and whose counseling, guidance, and other services empowered this client to be-
come successfully employed.  Recipients of the GRA Personal Achievement and 
Counseling Achievement Awards will be the Georgia Chapter’s nominees for the 
Southeast Region NRA Personal Achievement and Counseling Achievement 
Awards.   
 
To Submit Nominations: 
 Obtain approval from the client. 
 Complete a narrative of not more than 3000 words, to describe the problem 

identification of services provided, solution of the problem(s) and job place-
ment information. 

 Remove identifying information which would allow the GRCEA Awards Com-
mittee members to recognize either the client or the counselor.   

 Obtain written permission from the client for members of the GRCEA Awards 
Committee to visit and/or contact him/her and discuss the services provided.   

 Attach a fact sheet (to be removed by the GRCEA Awards Chairperson), con-
taining the client’s name, address, and phone number along with the counse-
lor’s name and phone number.   

 
*Recipients of these two GRA awards will be selected by the GRCEA Division 
and will be judged on the basis of the NRA guidelines.   
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2017 GRCEA AWARDS (Continued) 
 
 

GRCEA Counselor of the Year 
The honoree will be a counselor working with a caseload of individuals with disa-
bilities.  All nominees must be a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (CRC) and a 
member of the National Rehabilitation Counselors and Educators Association 
(NRCEA).  These criteria must be met in order for Georgia’s winner to compete at 
the regional and/or national level.    
 
To Submit Nominations: 
Attach a fact sheet (to be removed by the GRCEA Awards Chairperson), contain-
ing the counselor’s name and phone number along with a nomination letter stating 
why the nominee is entitled to receive this award.  The letter should not mention 
the nominee’s name or geographic location.   
 
 
 

Please submit nominations ASAP to: 
 

Inger Neal 
Attention:  GRCEA Award Nominations  

243 South Main Street, Suite B 
Cleveland, GA 30528 
Phone:  404-780-6736 
Fax:      706-865-9602 

inger.neal@gvs.ga.gov or  
georgiarehabawards@gmail.com  

mailto:inger.neal@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:georgiarehabawards@gmail.com
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2017 ARTS AWARDS 
 
 

ASSOCIATION OF REHABILITATION TECHNICIANS AND SPECIALISTS 
OF GEORGIA 

 
2017 Service Award Criteria: 
 

 Employed in a rehabilitation setting in a technical support, clerical or secretarial position 
for at least three (3) years at the time of nomination 

 Individuals nominated must be members of ARTS of GEORGIA 

 Nominations are to be submitted only by GRA members 

 The choice of the award recipient is based on outstanding contributions to the field of reha-
bilitation.  Nominee justification should include, but should not necessarily be limited to the 
following: 
 

 Has promoted public interest, confidence and trust in the cause of rehabilitation 

 Has performed duties conscientiously, taken pride in work, shown initiative and as-
sumed added responsibilities when called upon 

 Has demonstrated a good working relationship with supervisors, co-workers and the 
public 

 Any other reason that you may have to justify your nomination 
 

 Material should be submitted in a concise form.  Include biographical sketch of nominee, 
educational background, reason why the nominee is entitled to the award (limited to 100 
words).  Letters from people who know nominee may also be included and attached to your 
nomination form. 
  
If, in the careful judgment of the Awards Committee, too few or non-acceptable nominations 
are received, no award should be made. 
 
 

2017 Boss of the Year Award Criteria: 
 
 ARTS OF GEORGIA Boss of the Year nomination must be submitted by GRA members 
only. 
 

 This “Boss” should be totally involved in the rehabilitation process and show support and 
genuine interest in ARTS OF GEORGIA.  He/She should be a member of the Georgia Reha-
bilitation Association. 
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NOMINATION FORM  
ASSOCIATION OF REHABILITATION TECHNICIANS AND SPECIALISTS 

OF GEORGIA 
SERVICE AWARD  

 
 

Name _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number __________________________________________________________  
 
Place of Employment _____________________________________________________  
 
 
Briefly state why you believe this person would be a good candidate for the ARTS of Georgia Service 

Award.  The candidate must be a member of ARTS.  

 

 

 

  

  

  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by __________________________________________________________  
 
Phone Number__________________________________________________________ 
    
 

ALL NOMINATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 1, 2017 
 

PLEASE SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO: 

Cheryl Braswell 
820-C Love Avenue 
Tifton, GA 31794 

Phone: (229) 402-6991 
Fax: (229) 386-7325 

Cheryl.Braswell@gvs.ga.gov or  
georgiarehabawards@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Cheryl.Braswell@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:georgiarehabawards@gmail.com
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BOSS OF THE YEAR AWARD 

ASSOCIATION OF REHABILITATION TECHNICIANS AND SPECIALISTS OF GEORGIA  

Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number__________________________________________________________________ 

Place of Employment________________________________________________________________ 

Position___________________________________________________________________________ 

Professional & Non Professional-Organizations____________________________________________ 

Community Activities________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hobbies___________________________________________________________________________ 

Education/Training__________________________________________________________________ 

 
What support has nominee shown to ARTS and why do you feel he/she should be Boss of the Year? 
 

  

  

  
  
  

 

 

 

 

Submitted by __________________________________________________________  
    
 

ALL NOMINATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 1, 2017  
 

PLEASE SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO: 

Cheryl Braswell 
820-C Love Avenue 
Tifton, GA 31794 

Phone: (229) 402-6991 
Fax: (229) 386-7325 

Cheryl.Braswell@gvs.ga.gov or  
georgiarehabawards@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Cheryl.Braswell@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:georgiarehabawards@gmail.com
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Metro Atlanta GRA Chapter Investing In Our Vets: 
Lunch and Learn 

May 26, 2017 
College Park VR Office  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



38 
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GEORGIA REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION 
2017 BOARD MEMBERS, CHAPTER & DIVISION PRESIDENTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

* Executive Committee 
 

 President 
* Jennifer Howell 
jennifer.howell@gvs.ga.gov 

 
 
 

 President Elect 
* Cheryl Braswell 
Cheryl.braswell@gvs.ga.gov  

  

 Past President 

* Myndi Kuhlmann  

mhoffman@ging.org 

 
 

Vice President 
* Dana Skelton-Sanders 
Dana.skelton-sanders@gvs.ga.gov 
danapssanders@gmail.com 
 
 

Vice President Elect 
* Jeff Allen 
jeff.allen@gvs.ga.gov 

 
 

Secretary 
* Keita Alston 
Keita.alston@gvs.ga.gov 

 
 

  Treasurer 
* Pam Eaton 

Pamela.eaton@gvs.ga.gov 

 

Treasurer-Elect 
* LaDetria King 

ladetriaking@yahoo.com  
 

  
Board Members 

 

 
Class of 2017 
 
 

Raj Pagadala 
Raj.pagadala@gvs.ga.gov 

 

Angie Rhudy 
ARhudy@Unum.com  
 

Dawn Viljoen 
cdawn.viljoen@gmail.com 
 

Kathyrn Edger 
kathryn71488@yahoo.com 
 
 

Class of 2018 
  
Lutrell Thomas 
Lutrell.thomas@gvs.ga.gov 

 

* Cecelia Walker 
Cecelia.hockett@gvs.ga.gov 

 

Ruby Kaspers 
Ruby.kaspers@gvs.ga.gov 

 

Mike Pryor 
mpryor@ging.org 
 
 
Class of 2019 

 

* Janie Fuller 

jdpfuller@yahoo.com 
 

Frank Krause 
fbkrause4@gmail.com 

  

Catherine Phillips 
Catherine.phillips@gvs.ga.gov 

 

* Cheryl Meadows Ussery 
cheryl@sharecoastalga.comcastbiz.net  
 
 

Division Presidents 
 
GAMRC 
Katavia Sloan 
gamrc4u@gmail.com 
 

GARL 
Jason Williams 
Jason.williams@gvs.ga.gov 
 

ARTS 
Patsy Morris 
Pgmorris1954@outlook.com  

  

GRCEA 
Inger Neal 
Inger.neal@gvs.ga.gov 

mailto:jennifer.howell@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Cheryl.Braswell@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:mhoffman@ging.org
mailto:Dana.skelton-sanders@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:jeff.allen@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:Keita.alston@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:pamela.eaton@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:ladetriaking@yahoo.com
mailto:Raj.pagadala@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:ARhudy@Unum.com
mailto:cdawn.viljoen@gmail.com
mailto:kathryn71488@yahoo.com
mailto:Lutrell.thomas@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:Cecelia.hockett@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:Ruby.kaspers@ablegeorgia.ga.gov
mailto:mpryor@ging.org
mailto:jdpfuller@yahoo.com
mailto:fbkrause4@gmail.com
mailto:Catherine.phillips@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:cheryl@sharecoastalga.comcastbiz.net
mailto:gamrc4u@gmail.com
mailto:jason.williams@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:pgmorris1954@outlook.com
mailto:Inger.neal@gvs.ga.gov
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GEORGIA REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION 
2017 BOARD MEMBERS, CHAPTER & DIVISION PRESIDENTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

Local Chapter Presidents 
East 
Kerry Tracey 
ktracey@ging.org 
 
Highlands 
Ashia Walker 
awalker@ging.org 
 
Metro 
Margaret Johnson 
mjohnson@ging.org 
 
Northeast 
Jeff Allen 
 
RWSIR 
Cheryl Leidy 
Cheryl.leidy@gvs.ga.gov 
 
South 
Nicky Lamb 
Nicky.lamb@gvs.ga.gov 
 
 
West 
Jason Williams 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Accessibility Ad-hoc 
Michell Temple 
mtemple@gsu.edu 
 
Administrative Policy 
Jennifer Howell 
 
Archives 
Ruby Kaspers 

 
Awards & Scholarships 
Shelley Kraft 
Shelley.kraft@gvs.ga.gov 
 
 
 

Building & Modifications 
Paige Tidwell 
paige@uga.edu 
 
Certification (CEUs) 
Cece Walker 
 

 
Conference 
Dana Skelton-Sanders 
 
Credentials  
Katavia Sloan & Sondra Hudson 
Katavia.Sloan@gvs.ga.gov 
Sondra.hudson@gvs.ga.gov  
 
Education & Advocacy 
Jeff Allen 
 

 
Finance 
Pam Eaton 
 
Finance Review 
Patsy Morris 
 
Fundraising 

Ashia Walker 
 
Hospitality 
Tamika Wright 
 
Marketing/PR  
Kathryn Edger 
 
Membership 
Jason Williams 
 
Newsletter  
Keita Alston & Ruby Kaspers 
 
Nominations 
Myndi Kuhlmann 
 

mailto:ktracey@ging.org
mailto:awalker@ging.org
mailto:mjohnson@ging.org
mailto:Cheryl.leidy@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:Nicky.lamb@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:mtemple@gsu.edu
mailto:shelley.kraft@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:paige@uga.edu
mailto:Katavia.Sloan@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:Sondra.hudson@gvs.ga.gov
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GEORGIA REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION 
2017 BOARD MEMBERS, CHAPTER & DIVISION PRESIDENTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

Remembrance 
LaDetria King 
 
Resolutions 
Tom Wilson 
 
Special Projects 
Jeff Allen 
 
Strategic Planning 
Cheryl Braswell 
 
Training Ad-hoc 
Cece Walker & Mary Ellen Mendiratta 
Cecelia.hockett@gvs.ga.gov 
Maryellen.mendiratta@gvs.ga.gov 
 
Website 
Keita Alston & Ruby Kaspers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ex-Officio 
(GRA members who hold office within 

NRA or SERNRA or any division thereof) 
 
NRA  
VACANT 
 
GRA Rep to SERNRA  
Dana Skelton-Sanders 
 
Southeast Region ARTS Board 

Cheryl Braswell  

Janie Fuller  
Ellen Longino 
ellen697@yahoo.com  

 

Patsy Morris 

 
NADBS Board 
Paige Tidwell—Southeast Rep. 
 
VEWAA Board 
Paige Tidwell 
 
SERCEA 
Dana Skelton-Sanders 
 
SERCEA Board Member at Large-Southeast 
Dru Fentem 
dru.fentem@gvs.ga.gov  

 
NAMRC Board Member 
Michell Temple 

 

GRA Contact Administrative Assistant 
Ellen Longino   

mailto:Cecelia.hockett@gvs.ga.gov
mailto:Maryellen.mendiratta@gva.ga.gov
mailto:ellen697@yahoo.com
mailto:dru.fentem@gvs.ga.gov


42 

 

2017 GRA CALENDAR 

MAR 
2017 

Mar. 16: Financial Review 10 AM; Executive Board 11 AM; Conference 2 PM  

Mar. 17: GRA Board Meeting 10 AM-12 PM 

Location: Macon VR Office 

APR 
2017 

Apr. 2-4: 2017 Rehabilitation Association Annual Governmental Affairs Summit @ Hil-
ton, Old Town Alexandria, VA  
 
Apr. 20: Required QUARTERLY FINANCIAL INFORMATION due to Administrative Assis-
tant from all Chapters and Divisions  

MAY 
2017 

May 11: Financial Review 10 AM; Executive Board 11 AM; Conference 2 PM  

May 12: GRA Board Meeting 10 AM-12 PM 

Location: Macon VR Office  

JUL 
2017 

Jul. 20: Financial Review 10 AM; Executive Board 11 AM; Conference 2 PM 

Jul. 21: GRA Board Meeting 10 AM-12 PM 

Location: Macon VR Office 
 
Jul. 20: Required QUARTERLY FINANCIAL INFORMATION due to Administrative Assis-
tant from all Chapters and Divisions  

SEPT 
2017 

Sept. 6-8: GRA Annual State Training Conference 
Callaway Gardens, Pine Mountain  

OCT 
2017 

Oct. 12: Financial Review 10 AM; Executive Board 11 AM; Conference 2 PM  

Oct. 13: GRA Board Meeting 10 AM-12 PM 

Location: Macon VR Office 
 
Oct. 18-20: 2017 SERNRA Annual Conference, Wilmington, NC 
 
Oct. 20: Required QUARTERLY FINANCIAL INFORMATION due to Administrative Assis-
tant from all Chapters and Divisions  
 
Oct. 26-29: 2017 NRA Annual Conference, Corpus Christi, TX 

DEC 
2017 

Dec. 7: Financial Review 10 AM; Executive Board 11 AM; Leadership Training 12 PM—5 

PM 

Dec. 8: GRA Board Meeting 10 AM-12 PM 

Location: Callaway Gardens, Mountain Creek Inn  
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