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committee, | wish to extend a warm and heart felt “WELCOME” to you

O n behalf of Georgia Rehabilitation Association and the 2019 Conference
all!

| We are delighted to have you all her at the Marriott in the historic River Street of
| Savannah to participate and share in our 2019 Annual GRA training conference.

Our goal is to provide you with a dynamic training opportunity that will leave you
inspired, refreshed, and ready to serve. We have a fabulous program ready so take advantage of all
it has to offer.

| want to especially thank everyone on the committee and our board! This is a group effort.

Thank you for your attendance and continued support of GRA. GAis # 1 in NRA!
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Dana Skelton, B.S.Ed., MRC, CRC
2019 GRA President
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Chapter Reports

a9 ¢ w hutrell Thomas

etro Board met on 3/4/19 to discuss plans for activities and

events for the year. Board members selected committees to

chair. Ideas for Lunch and Learn and potential speakers were al-
so discussed with tentative date in May.

bhwtl 9 loyeshaBlake

he Northeast Chapter had a new member who passed away, Jessica

Eilen, from the Cumming VR office. She will be remembered at the

Remembrance Ceremony at the GRA Conference. Members are
looking forward to the conference and have donated multiple door prizes as
well as donating items to the GARL Silent Auction. They will also be talking
about fundraising opportunities for the conference.

w2 {t Cheryl Leidy

he annual Easter Eggstravaganza was held on April 19. Unfortunately,

due to stormy weather in our area, the egg hunt was held in the ele-

mentary school classrooms instead of the Quad at RWS. For the first
time ever the bunny did not appear!

We have a new member: Twiwanda Devauld-Bryant. Twi is a Case Manager
at RWS.

We are sad to have lost retiree Bill Tomlin this year. Every time | saw Bill in
the community, he loved talking about his days in VR and at RWS. His smile
and great stories about early days at RWS will be missed.

2 9 {1t Gason Williams

ur local Chapter looks forward to sponsoring a training event this
spring for local members and to support the GRA Annual Training
Conference in August.




Division Reports

D! a wQ@eorgia Association of Multicultural Rehabilitation Concerns

ould like to remind everyone of the 2019 NAMRC Con-

ference in Atlanta on July 17-20. It will be held at the

Hyatt Downtown. Details are on http://namrc.org/ or
on social media platforms @NAMRC.

D! wdeorgia Association of Rehabilitation Leadership

lease plan to donate and purchase items at the 2019 GARL Annual
Auction to be held during breaks in the opening session of the first
day of the GRA Annual Training Conference in Savannah in August.

Also, please submit a nomination for the GARL Continuing Education Grant
(an award of $250 to support Rehabilitation Professionals in completion of
education and training) and the J. Ellies Moran Leadership Award.

D w/ SGéorgia Rehabilitation Counselors and Educators Association

he GRCEA Pre-Conference training will consist of 3 presentations,

conducted by Cece Walker, Paige Tidwell & LaToya Bivins and

GAMRC members Shrika Montgomery, Johnesha Harris and Katavia
Sloan.

The training will provide a total of 3 hours of ethics. GRCEA will be offering a
discounted registration rate for students in an attempt to increase member-
ship. The student rate will be $20.

GRCEA member Kristina Henderson will be reaching out to Mercer Universi-
ty for sponsorship in the form of an ad for the GRA conference.

GRCEA will be collecting school supplies for a local high school in Savannah
during the pre-conference training as well as toiletries for a battered wom-
en’s shelter in north Georgia.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LFVdHgcfRwo5wOfwexRPKjc1OUUVDUf3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EPDLDQ8Hwaun-n9exoyD1sCjPuwjgTK_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EPDLDQ8Hwaun-n9exoyD1sCjPuwjgTK_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19bJsNxfBvEPBDMieT6ZL0ymJaUJUi90r/view?usp=sharing
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GRCEA Division Gives Back

The GRCEA Division has selected an inner-city high school in Savannah as an
effort to demonstrate our commitment to the newly established collaboration
with the Dept. of Education. We are asking attendees of the Pre-Conference
Ethics Training to bring classroom item donations, which will be given to the
chosen high school.

As we all know, teachers often have to spend their own money to ensure stu-
dents have the supplies they need for school. GRCEA would like to show our
support for teachers and students to DOE through this donation.

Please go and do some fiBack to School0 shopping for a high school student,
and show your support for our teachers!

| t e ms :NeperdG»libge Ruled), No. 2 Pencils, 3-ring binder notebooks,
3 prong folders, pens, composition books, highlighters, zip drives, etc.

We will also be collecting donations of toiletries to a battered women shelter
in north Georgia.
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For those who would like to help with the stuffing of the GRA Conference

Bags, we willmeetinthe DSY SN} f aOLyd2aK wz22Y

KA 3IKE A 3K il wiRe tNBnY an the far right corner next to the

restrooms. The event will starton ¢ dzS & Rl @ ¥ | dzZh&l gooon |- (i

until all of the bags are stuffed.

Please contact Nicky Lamb at nicky.lamb@gvs.ga.gov if you’re interested.
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Keita Al stocPm,esGdRAt El ect

My name is Keita Alston and I’'m running for 2020 GRA Presi-
dent Elect. Since becoming a member in 2011, I’'ve have seen
a lot along the way. And I've also learned a lot as well. | can
list you the many events I've attendance and committees I've
chaired for GRA but it would be too long for me to name. |
believe that the reputation | have within GRA is one where
the conversation | have with members and nonmembers is
respectful and cordial. | welcome any new ideas you may
have for the strength and growth of GRA.

Learning is a part of growth not only within GRA but also for myself as well. | hope to
learn a lot from 2020 GRA President, Jeff Allen, and find ways to take GRA to higher
heights when | become GRA president in 2021. | also want to work with members to
provide training sessions and reach out within the community to help those with disa-
bilities be the best person he or she can be. As our motto states, we’ll be “improving
the quality of life for individuals with disabilities through education and advocacy” .

| thank you for your vote.

Shawna LewidsSec@G\v¥eRAary EI ect

I’m Shawna Lewis and | am running for Secretary Elect for
GRA. | graduated from Fort Valley University in 2014 with my
Master’s degree in Rehabilitation Counseling.

| have been a member of GRA since 2013. | have been with
the GVRA for 8 years: 4 years as a Rehabilitation Assistant, 3
years as a Counselor and now | am currently a Team Lead. |
have a passion with helping people with disabilities to become successfully employed
and an active member in their community.

| would appreciate your vote and look forward to serving GRA!
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Kristina Fredericksen holds a Master of Rehabilita-

tion Counseling degree from Georgia State University. She

is a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor, a Licensed Profession-

al Counselor, a Professional Vocational Evaluator, as well as

a Certified Provider for the Program for the Education and Enrich-
ment of Relational Skills (PEERS®), and a Certified Special Education
Advocate. Kristina is the Owner and Executive Director of Met-

ro Atlanta Vocational Solutions, LLC.

Metro Atlanta Vocational Solutions, LLC is a rehabilitation counseling private practice that

offers Career Counseling, Comprehensive & Limited Vocational Evaluations, Psychotherapy, Psycho-
logical Evaluations, Social Skills Training, and Job Readiness Training to the community and to agen-
cies in the Metro-Atlanta area. She has experience in working with young adults and adults in sup-
ported employment services, career counseling, and mental health. Additionally, Kristina has pro-
vided Vocational Evaluations for individuals with disabilities since 2014. From 2015-2016, Kristi-

na created and directed a work therapy program for the largest state psychiatric hospital in Geor-
gia. This program gave hospitalized individuals, within the Forensic and Adult Population, an oppor-
tunity to work while going through the rehabilitation process. When evaluating the unique needs of
her clients, Kristina develops programs that specifically target the clients goals, skills, and strengths.

Kristina is currently a member of National Rehabilitation Association, Georgia Rehabilitation Associ-
ation, International Association of Rehabilitation Professionals, and Council of Parent, Attorneys,
and Advocates. Kristina currently serves as Treasurer and Secretary for GRA-Metro Chapter. Fur-
thermore, Kristina has presented at GRA conference, IDEAS Conference, and COPAA conference.

| am pleased to be running for Board Member at Large. My goal as treasurer/secretary for the met-
ro chapter is to communicate and be a liaison between the executive board and general members. |
hope | can continue this and be your liaison.

YNRAoayl CNBRSNAO] d8Y> al{l
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Ruby Kaspers is a certified rehabilitation counselor for the Voca-
tional Rehabilitation Division of the Georgia Vocational Rehabilita-
tion Agency. She sits on the board of the Georgia Rehabilitation
Association. Ruby earned bachelor’s degrees in Psychology and
Journalism and a master’s degree in Rehabilitation Counseling
from Georgia State University. She and her husband, Tyler, have
one child and live in Macon.

{KIYRN} {LSFNE Dzw!

Shandra Spear has a bachelor’s degree in Information Technology
and a master’s in Rehabilitation Counseling and maintains both her
Certified Rehabilitation Counseling (CRC) credential as well as her
Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) credential. She worked for
several years in community mental health before joining the Geor-
gia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency as a CRC in 2012. She later
moved to the Assisted Work Technology department, combining
her technology and counseling skills as a Rehabilitation Technolo-
gist. She recently graduated from Mississippi State University
where she earned a graduate certificate as a Low Vision Specialist. Shandra is passionate about her
job and is grateful for the opportunity to assist those with disabilities and feels that employment is
the road to independence and self-confidence.

[ F dzZNA ¢dziSy > D= w!

Lauri Tuten received a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology from Augusta
College and a Masters in Rehabilitation Counseling from the Uni-
versity of Alabama. Lauri began work with the Georgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Program as a Vocational Counselor in May 1997
where she worked a general caseload and as a Vocational Rehabili-
tation Counselor for Transition. She obtained Certified Rehabilita-
tion Counselor credentials in October 2002. She currently serves
as the VR Assistant Director of Field Services for the East Quadrant.
She is a long time member of the Georgia Rehabilitation Associa-
tion and has served as GRA Vice President, GRA President, GRA Board Member at Large, GRA Secre-
tary and the Chair for Awards and Scholarships for numerous years. She lives in Thomson, Georgia
with her spouse of 29 years, Joey. She has a son Jake, a daughter Amanda, son-in-law Chase and
two granddaughters, Annabelle and Lily.
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GRA BALLOT
2019 EIl ecti on

PRESI DENECT VI CE PRESEDECT
(Check one) (Check one)
Keita Al ston __ _ VACANT
Name of Candidate Name of Candi
(Write-in) (Write-in)

SECRETARY ELECT
Shawna Lewi s

Name of Candi dat e

(Write-in)

BOARD MEMBAHRB8RGE

The Board Members section of the ballot will be invalid unless four (4) names are marked for vote as
stated in the Manual of Operations.

Kristina Fredericksen Shandra Spear

Ruby Kaspers Lauri Tut

(Write-in)

PLEASE MAIL BY JULY 31 TO: Mi c hael Dorsey, 2144 Hwy 255
VOTER'S NAME:

NRA Membership Number:

ADDRESS:
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the National

Rehabilitation Association

PROMOTING ETHICAL AND
STATE OF THE ART PRACTICE IN REHABILITATION

The National Rehabilitation Associ i
P. O. Box 150235
Al exandria VA 22315
Phone: (-D83)p 836
Tol | RBr8eBes:-8 219 5

Fax: (70848836
Emai hfo@nati onlawlwwe mahlh .ioma@l rehab. org

Why Membership in NRA

1. CONNEWT th affordable and varied opportunitd.i

Credits in Rehabilitation
2. NETWORK th a variety of rehabilitation profe
3.DEVELORadership skills through service on b
4 ADVOCATT& preserve the profession and the rig
5. ACCESS professional publications: Journal o
Rehab
6. SAVEn discounted health and professional i
7. ENHAN@®B Ur member ship by joining divisions

HI STORI CAL CONTEXT
The National Rehabilitation Association (NRA) is t
Unites States that advocates for the rights of ind
guality, ethical and coll aborative practice across
The NRA, comprised of counselor s, educator s, resea
tion, is committed to continuously impacting and i
our society, necessary to enhance quality of 1ife
communities
MI SSI ON
To provide exemplary | eadership through social adyv
and competence across communities, promote excelle
fessionals engaged in the employment and independe
VI SI ON AND VALUES
The NRA is committed to advancing the processional
competent, et-hasat, ardi denoent able practices so th
would be regarded and valued as full members of ou
cess, expression of choice and security of freedon
pects of 1ife.

For more information on how to bletctopne: /a/ me mb e

wWww. nati onaamdae halbd aikng tahise.
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GRA Chapter
and Learn FI
at Coll ege Pa

Metro
Lunch

y

Jul 11

|

-
7 Lunch and - -
Learn

07.11.2019

GRA Metro Chapter invites you to join us for
a Lunch and Learn on July 11t from 11am
fo 1pm. Dr. Christine Venable will be
speaking “Motivation: Igniting Your Fire." The
Lunch and Learn will be held at GVRA
College Park. Join us and receive two CRC
credits!

y er
r k
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METRO GRA

PRESENTS

LUNCH AND LEARN

SPEAKER: DR. CHRISTINE VENABLE

“MOTIVATION: IGNITING YOUR FIRE”

JuLy 11, 2019
11:00 AM-1:00 Pm

LOCATION: GEORGIA VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AGENCY
1630 PHOENIX BLVD, COLLEGE PARK, GA 30349, Room 150

2.0 CRC credits will be requested

*Bring your own lunch. Board meeting at 10:00 a.m.




REIMAGINING

SAVE THE DATES .
JULY17-20,2009

National v
|4 Association of
Multicultural
Rehabilitation
Concerns

L AN N«

HYATT REGENCY ATLANTA
265 PEACHTREE STREET NE, ATLANTA, GA 30303
(404) 577-1234

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
WWW.NAMRC.ORG

 JULY 17 PRE-CONFERENCE: CRCC EXAM PREPARATION.
PRE-CONFERENCE: REHABILITATION GRANT WRITING & TECHNIC
TRAINING PRESENTED BY LANGSTON UNIVERSITY.

~ JULY18-20 GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSIONS

i
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fie National

Rehabilitation Associafion

PROMOTING ETHICAL AND
STATE OF THE ART PRACTICE IN REHABILTATION

2020 Annual Training
Conference

Sept. 9th - 13th, 2020
Birmingham, AL
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